
Textile Design A Level 

Newsletter 

W elcome to the Northgate Sixth Form 

Textiles newsletter! We are so excited to 

hear that you have applied to study with us in 

September and cannot wait to get started with 

you all! 

Textiles is a subject which opens the door to so 

many careers and university courses (Fashion 

Buying and Merchandising, Styling, Fashion 

Photography, Textile and Print design, Make-

up, Events, Costume and Journalism to name a 

few).  

The skills taught in a creative subject apply to 

many careers. There are 2.8 million creative 

jobs in the UK, that’s 1 in 12 jobs (800,000 

fashion jobs). You will learn some of the top 

skills looked for by employers including (but 

not exclusive to), verbal and written 

communication, investigating, self motivation, 

drive, teamwork, planning and organization.  

Textiles is growing in popularity. Over half of 

the students we have taught here at Northgate 

have gone on to have a successful career in 

many of the vast areas related to this field.  

Please read about our passion and commitment 

to this subject and to you as students.  

Alison Fisk (aaf@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk) 

Head of Textiles 

Northgate Sixth Form 

Meet the 

Teacher  
Mrs Fisk: Head of Textiles. Background 

I studied BA (Hons) Textile Design at 

Winchester School of Art. I graduated here 

specialising in Printed Textiles for Fashion 

and Interiors. After completing work experience with Monsoon/ 

Accessorize, I became a Senior Designer in a clothing and 

manufacturing company in Farringdon, London. My main clients 

included Adidas, Tottenham Hotspur, Chelsea F.C. and Olympique 

Marseille. From this I went on to design and develop my own 

clothing range. I spent time in China overseeing the production 

and manufacture of garments in line with client specifications.  

After taking time out to teach English in Tanzania in Africa, I 

became a TA for a Year before applying to Teacher training and 

completing my PGCE. I have been teaching for just over 10 years. I 

joined Northgate 7 years ago to become Head of Textiles.  

I thoroughly enjoy the creative process and the sense of 

achievement it provides. Having briefly had my own businesses in 

the past, I now thrive on helping students achieve the same 

gratification from their work. I am passionate about creative 

subjects and teaching those life skills relevant to a vast array of 

job roles in creative industries.   



Meet the 

teacher  
Mrs Stopher: 

Teacher of Textiles. 

Background 

I studied BA (hons)

Fashion Design at The Surrey Institute of Art & 

Design in Epsom.  

I worked in Camden as a Production Assistant for 

a Fashion company called Precidio Chinen, which 

supplied Top Shop and Miss Selfridge, among 

many more. I would liaise with factories and com-

ponent manufacturers in order to ensure that 

each garment was ready to start production at 

the relevant factory. It was a busy but exciting 

time working in Camden. 

A few years later I decided to leave the fashion 

industry behind to train as an Art & Design Teach-

er at Roehampton College and worked at a school 

in South London for 2 years as an Art and Textiles 

teacher. Soon after, I returned to Suffolk as Head 

of Textiles at Orwell High School in Felixstowe 

(Now Felixstowe Academy) for 15 years, before 

starting at Northgate 6 years ago as a Textiles and 

Food Teacher.  

Outside of school, I am a freelance designer and 

run my own small sewing school. I have designed 

and made wedding and prom dresses for clients 

and love to see the faces of students who have 

learnt how to sew their first simple product. 

Amy shares 

her life path 

since leaving 

sixth form  

We are so proud of 

each and every 

student who studies 

with us at 

Northgate sixth form.  

Amy joined Northgate sixth form 

with no previous studies in Textiles. 

She was drawn to the creative 

side and practiced in her own 

time. We would love to share her 

profile and story with you.  

BBC’s Thersea Hewlett 

shares her journey with 

Year 12 

Ways to engage with Textiles  
The following are great things to watch, do and visit in prepara-

tion for studying Textiles with us in September.  

Watch: You Tube: Ignite Series—My Career in Fashion 

Follow: Instagram : Northgate_Textiles 

Visit: The Fashion & Textiles Museum, V&A in London.  

DO: Get a sketchbook and practice mark making/ drawing in 

different media. Take your own photographs or collect things 

that interest you. Collect postcards,  

  Amy Falla. Apprentiship with The British Fashion 
Council in London.  

I joined Northgate sixth form in 2017 and was really drawn to 
the art and design department. I studied Textiles, Photog-
raphy, English Literature and Philosophy - quite a varied mix! 
Studying at Northgate helped me to develop my creativity and 

love of fashion. I went on to study an art foundation course and 
am now doing an apprenticeship with the British Fashion Council 
in London. This has led to many exciting opportunities including 
working within London Fashion Week. At Northgate sixth form, I 
learnt the importance of networking and collaboration. I met in-
spiring friends and teachers who supported and believed in me to 
achieve my best.   

In November 2021 Thersea Hewlett, Head pattern cutter 

for BBC Strictly come Dancing and Dancing on Ice 

shared her journey into the Fashion Industry with our Year 

12 students via Microsoft Teams. 

Thersea has worked for David and Elizabeth Emanuel and 

currently works for Zandra Rhodes.  The students were 

able to ask questions about her career and how she start-

ed in the fashion industry.  We were very thankful for her 

sharing her career highs with us.  


