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Why Choose to Study Geography?
There has never been a better or more important time to study Geography. 
With global issues such as climate change, migration, environmental 
degradation, natural disasters and poverty frequently in the news and touching 
our everyday lives, Geography is one of the most relevant courses you could 
choose to study. 

Geography A Level also makes an excellent link between the sciences and arts, 
making it popular with students, universities and employers. 

The Geography A Level Course
We teach the OCR specification which helps students to develop a range of 
essential and transferable skills for Higher Education and the world of work. 
The course is interesting, enjoyable and challenging and through exciting 
topics and fieldwork opportunities, students will unpick the debates and issues 
surrounding the challenges facing the world today. Lessons are active and 
combine a mixture of whole class teaching, group work and individual study. A 
wide variety of resources are used to ensure the course content is engaging and 
always current.

A Level Course Content 
Unit Number 
and Unit Title Summary of Unit Content Assessment 

Unit 1:
Physical Systems 

Covering two topics:
Topic 1:  Coastal Landscapes 
Topic 2:  Earth’s Life Support 

Systems

Written examination worth 
24% of the total A Level 

Unit 2:
Human  
Interactions 

Covering two topics:
Topic 1: Changing Spaces;  

Making Places 
Topic 2:  Global Migration &  

Human Rights

Written examination worth 
24% of the total A Level 

Unit 3:
Geographical 
Debates

Two of the following topics are 
taught: 
Topic 1:  Climate Change 
Topic 2:  Disease Dilemmas 
Topic 3:  Exploring Oceans 
Topic 4:  Future of Food 
Topic 5:  Hazardous Earth 

Written examination worth 
32% of the total A Level 

Unit 4:
Investigative 
Geography

An independent investigation of 
personal interest relating to an 
area of the specification.

Written report worth 20% of 
the total A Level



Progression 
Geographers enter a very wide range of career areas; there is no such 
thing as a Geography job but there are jobs that Geographers do. 
Studying Geography provides you with valuable skills and a firm base 
for life-long learning.

Some examples of careers include: conservation worker, 
environmental health officer, architect, urban planner, pollution 
analyst, environmental consultant, financial risk assessor, accountant, 
transport/logistics manager, lawyer, economic advisor, aid worker, 
human rights officer, travel writer, refugee and asylum advisor, 
diplomat, surveyor, teacher, human resource manager, market 
research analyst, weather presenter, flood protection manager, 
cartographer.

A wider range of possible careers can be found on the Royal 
Geographical Society’s website – www.rgs.org.  
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