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A Level Music
Why do A Level Music?
If you are a good standard instrumentalist, are genuinely interested in music, 
enjoy listening to a wide variety of contemporary and classical musical styles 
and want to develop your musical skills, then A Level music is the course  
for you.

Music is taught through three main strands – Performing, Composing and 
Appraising. A Level music is a healthy blend of coursework and examination. 
There is an expectation that much of the performing component is undertaken 
as self study between you and your instrumental teacher. In-school, guidance 
from your teacher will take the form of a half-termly performance, leading to a 
final recital evening and an additional performance to a visiting examiner. All 
other aspects of the course are delivered through weekly curriculum lessons.

There are an increasing number of people studying a variety of undergraduate 
university degrees having first studied music at A Level. Degree courses 
followed by former Northgate music students include Music, Law, Social 
Anthropology, History, English, Theatre Studies, German and Mathematics  
to name a few.

Similarly, there are many past students who have gained admission to various 
music colleges such as The Royal College of Music and Trinity College of Music. 
A number of our students also study music degree courses at university or other 
colleges of higher education, including B Ed degrees in music.

Course: 2-year A Level (linear)

Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas

Subject Specific entry requirements:
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Music. Performance standard should be the 
equivalent of grade 6 Associated Board/ Trinity Board or above by the 
Easter of the final examination year. It is also expected that students 
study the grade 5 Associated Board theory qualification or equivalent 
standard whilst undertaking their A Level in Music if they don’t 
already hold the qualification.



Course Content
Music A Level contains three components:

1. Performing
2. Composing
3. Appraising

All units are 100% externally assessed and must be completed in  
May/June in the year of certification. 

There are three main areas of study:
1.  The Western Classical Tradition including works by Haydn  

and Mendelssohn.
2. Popular music which may include rock, pop, jazz or musical theatre.
3.  Twentieth Century music including works by more modern 

composers such as Poulenc and Debussy.

Students will have the option to specialise in either performing or 
composing in their second year which will be weighted 35%:25% 
according to their preferred skill.

Component 1: Performing (35% or 25%)
Students will be given the opportunity to perform as a soloist and/
or as part of an ensemble and will be encouraged to extend their 
performance skills. Teachers and students are free to choose music in 
any style. Any instrument and/or voice(s) are acceptable, and notated 
and/or improvised performances may be submitted. There is a visiting 
examiner for the performance unit so students will perform live in 
front of the examiner for this unit. 

Option A: 35%   Students are required to perform a minimum of three 
pieces, one of which must be a solo. The total duration 
of their performance should be 10-12 minutes. One of 
their pieces must relate to one of the areas of study, 
and the second piece should be from a different area. 

Option B: 25%   Students are required to perform a minimum of two 
pieces, either as a soloist or as part of an ensemble. 
The total duration of their performance should be 6-8 
minutes. One of their pieces must relate to one of the 
areas of study. 

TWO YEAR A LEVEL



Component 2: Composing (35% or 25%)
Students will be encouraged to explore a range of compositional starting points, 
and investigate a range of compositional techniques for developing their ideas. 

Option A: 35%   Students will submit three pieces with a combined duration of 
8-10 minutes. One composition will be to a brief set by Eduqas 
and must reflect the musical characteristics of the Western 
Classical Tradition. One other composition must reflect the 
characteristics of a different area of study. The third composition 
is a free composition.

Option B: 25%   Students will submit two pieces with a combined duration of 4-6 
minutes. One composition will be to a brief set by Eduqas and 
must reflect the musical characteristics of the Western Classical 
Tradition. The other composition is a free composition.

Component 3: Appraising (40%)
This component is for students to develop their listening and appraising skills 
through the study of music across a wide variety of styles and genres in the areas 
of study listed above. The students are assessed through a 2 hour and 15 minute 
examination paper which consists of the following types of questions:

1. Set work analysis with score
2. Extended responses in a wider context
3. Unseen listening questions, with or without a score.
4. Comparison questions

Extra-Curricular Music and the A Level Musician
There is a heavy demand on performance ability in A Level Music. It is vital 
therefore, that students of the subject are performing and rehearsing on a regular 
basis. As such, ensembles are established in school to aid the development 
of ensemble performing skills. At Northgate, we regard supporting school 
musical activities as a duty for the A Level musicians. As the school’s senior 
musicians, they have an important part to play in ‘mentoring’ younger musicians, 
maintaining the standard of excellence in the department and upholding the 
reputation of the school as a whole. The Northgate Chamber Choir is compulsory 
for A Level students as four part singing can really help to develop aural skills, 
aiding the listening and appraising part of the course.

Curriculum Leader: Mrs C J Rutter
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