
ENGLISH LITERATURE
A-LEVEL

SIXTH FORM
CENTRE

IPSWICH

NORTHGATE

2021-2022



English Literature A Level
Is English Literature the course for you?
Do you like reading all kinds of novels, stories, plays and poems?

Do you enjoy getting to know interesting characters, times and places, exploring 
the ways writers present them?

Are you happy to discuss and debate yours and others’ views and 
interpretations?

Do you enjoy working in groups, reading closely, researching and presenting 
your findings?

Do you like watching plays and DVDs?

If you answered ‘yes’ to these questions then English Literature sounds just the 
subject for you!

Entry Requirement:   Grade 6 in either English Literature or 
Language

Awarding Body:  ��AQA�English�Literature:�Specification�A� 
(with Option 2B – Modern Times)

Why Choose English Literature?
English Literature allows you to develop key skills that all universities and 
employers look for. These include: 

n Communication skills – written and verbal

n Analytical skills   n Research skills

n Interpersonal skills   n Emotional sensitivity

n Planning and organisation skills n Increased vocabulary 

n Effective ways of dealing with stress n Critical thinking

Subject Content
The A Level has two exam papers, each worth 40%, and a coursework essay 
valued at 20%.



Paper 1
The theme for Paper 1 is Love through the Ages, looking at how 
writers present all kinds of love: romantic love, love and sex, love 
and loss, young love, maturing love, jealousy and guilt, truth and 
deception, individuals and society, approval and disapproval, 
marriage.

You will study together Othello, looking at the way the relationships 
overcome barriers and flourish, then come under threat and end 
tragically. 

In class you will also read, discuss and debate, annotate and write 
about a novel – F Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby. In addition 
there are some great pre-1900 poems from an anthology to enjoy 
together. A comparison between how relationships are presented in 
the novel and poems will be assessed and you will be allowed to take 
these two texts into the exam, which will also include a question 
comparing the presentation of love in two unseen poems. 

Paper 2
Paper 2 features a study of Modern Times: Literature from 1945 to 
the present. We will explore how writers present issues such as the 
legacy of wars, personal and social identity, gender, race and ethnicity, 
change and resistance, empire and post-imperialism through some 
really great books!

This will be tested in a written exam, covering: poetry, prose and 
drama. You are allowed your books in the exam, and in addition there 
will be a question on an unseen extract. 

Coursework
This counts for 20% of your final grade. You will be able to choose 
two books (one of them must have been written before 1900) to 
compare and contrast on a theme or focus you decide on. You might 
like to explore crime and punishment, the presentation of the villain, 
representations of male or female characters, race and ethnicity, 
minds under stress or anything else you are interested in.

Curriculum Leaders: Mrs C Wright and Miss G Smy

TWO YEAR A LEVEL



If you love reading great books 
and enjoy discussing and 

writing about what you have read,
 we look forward to seeing you in September.
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