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  The Sixth Form is a vibrant learning community, 
where every student is valued as an individual. In Sixth Form 
lessons, teachers plan stimulating and challenging learning 
opportunities. These help students to make strong progress. 
Students are offered a range of opportunities including 
leadership roles and work experience.  Ofsted 2019 

The application process
Our application process is designed to help you make the right decisions for your future. 
Every applicant is interviewed and below is what our offer requirements will consist of:

Two year A Level study
  At least 5 GCSEs, or equivalent qualifications, at grade 4 or above, including at least one of 

English Language and Mathematics
   Subject specific requirements (see course pages)
One year Elevate Course
  A minimum of 3s and 2s in most GCSE subjects

Applications to Northgate are welcome from the beginning of October 2020
  We will invite you for an interview once we have received your application
  Offers of provisional places will be made from November 2020 to April 2021
  The closing date for applications is Friday 29th January 2021

The Russell 
Group 
Universities
(and what they look for)

This group is made up of 
twenty four universities 
that undertake the very 
best academic research, 
provide outstanding 
teaching and resources 
and have unrivalled links 
with business and the 
public sector. In short, 
they are usually the most 
competitive universities to 
get an offer from.

We understand most of you 
are yet to think this far 
ahead, however, in order to 
maximise your application 
success rate, it is 
recommended that you have 
at least two A Levels from 
the following: Mathematics, 
English (Literature), 
History, Geography, a 
Modern Foreign Language 
(French, German, Spanish) 
or any of the three 
main Sciences (Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics).

Key dates
Virtual Open evening (7-8pm)  
Wednesday 14th October 2020
Closing date for applications 
Friday 29th January 2021
Interview dates
Monday 30th November 2020
Thursday 10th December 2020
Wednesday 13th January 2021
Thursday 11th February 2021
Induction day
Thursday 1st July 2021
Details about confirmation of place and 
Enrolment day sent out 
July 2021
GCSE results published  
Thursday 19th August 2021
Interviews for those not achieving  
expected grades 
Thursday 19th/Friday 20th August 2021
Final date for return of Confirmation of  
Acceptance slips 
Friday 20th August 2021
Enrolment 
Week beginning 23rd August 2021
Term starts 
Thursday 2nd September 2021

Planning for your future
This is an exciting time for you and provides an opportunity for you to decide where you 
wish to continue with the next step of your education. At Northgate Sixth Form we’re here 
to help you make sound decisions at this important time. We hope you enjoy reading our 
prospectus and use it as a guide to your options.

…a little about us:
Northgate Sixth Form is a friendly, welcoming community. Here you’ll find outstanding 
specialist teaching and excellent facilities. There’s challenging learning and extra-curricular 
programmes, parent/student support and a respectful culture, all geared at getting the best 
out of our students, ensuring they are fully prepared for higher education and the world of 
work.

To find out more there is a Virtual Open Evening on Wednesday 14th October 
2020 (7 - 8pm) and for those who cannot make that event the website contains 
information related to subjects and the Sixth Form as a whole. 

Mr Alexander, 
Head of Sixth Form
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Why choose us? 
We have a track record of success and over 275 students from more than 20 schools 
choose Northgate Sixth Form every year. From excellent exam results to flourishing 
personalities, here are some reasons for our widespread appeal:

High quality
  Excellent results – Summer of 2020 saw 88% of A Levels graded A* to C, with 43% of 

the overall entries awarded A* or A.
   The Sixth Form is a vibrant learning community, where every student is valued as an 

individual. In Sixth Form lessons, teachers plan stimulating and challenging learning 
opportunities. These help students to make strong progress. Students are offered a 
range of opportunities including leadership roles and work experience – Ofsted 2019.

  Specialist staff – students are taught by teachers that are specialists in their subject.
  First-rate IT and study facilities with a high standard of specialist teaching areas.
  Arts Centre: home to modern dance and drama studios.
  Sports Centre: excellent sports facilities including a 400m athletics track and a fitness 

centre. Sixth Form students have access to Northgate Gym free of charge every day 
after school for 1 hour.

Lots of choice
  Wide range of subjects and possible combinations of subjects – 32 A Level and level 3 

qualifications.
  Variety of challenging and fun extra-curricular opportunities: from sports to music to 

theatre.

As we are a large Sixth Form Centre, it is very rare for us to be in a position where we 
cannot run a subject that is advertised in the prospectus. However, if there are insufficient 
numbers of students to make a course viable we will contact students and let them know 
as soon as possible. We aim to do this by the end of March via telephone. A member of the 
Sixth Form Team will talk through other options and offer advice and support. 
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What to expect in Sixth Form
Do more
Life at Northgate doesn’t end with the bell. Instead of lessons, lunch, lessons and home,  
we provide a wide range of further opportunities, both academic and extra-curricular. 
From debating to dance, there’s something for everyone. There’s the opportunity for 
students to take part in community service within school and work-related activities out  
of school.

Your own space
Sit back, relax and socialise in the Sixth Form common room,
a grown up environment for students to eat, catch up and make new friends.

Students, have your say!
The Student Union, with voting members from each tutor group, plays a leading role in 
promoting and organising student activities. So if you have a good idea, let it out. Make a 
difference and help shape your Sixth Form.

…and you too parents
Co-operation between students, parents and the Sixth Form is essential if students are to 
maximise their learning experience. We therefore arrange for parents to meet form tutors 
early in the Autumn term and for subsequent meetings with subject teachers in Years 12 
and 13. Parents/carers are also welcome to write to or telephone the form tutor or a member 
of the Sixth Form office team at other times to discuss student progress or other matters of 
concern.

Northgate Sixth Form Ambassador Scheme
We have a very successful student ambassador scheme at Northgate.  
A record number of students applied to become part of Northgate 
Sixth Form’s Student Ambassador Scheme this year. A staggering 
107 students put themselves forward to support with promoting 
the Sixth Form and in providing help and guidance to prospective 
students and support for younger students. This overwhelming 
response is a true testament of how students not only feel proud to 
be part of Northgate Sixth Form, but want to actively encourage 
others to become part of the Northgate Sixth Form experience.

Feedback shows that the Student Ambassadors have a hugely positive impact on students 
and parents, and with the biggest team of ambassadors to date, it is exciting to know that 
more young people than ever will benefit from meeting and working with inspirational 
students.

Taking on the role also provides students with an opportunity to enhance their 
communication, interpersonal and organisational skills as well as boosting their 
confidence; attributes that are increasingly vital for successful university applications, 
employment and apprenticeships.

WELCOME TO SIXTH FORM

STUDENT
AMBASSADOR

STUDENT
AMBASSADOR

STUDENT
AMBASSADOR

STUDENT
AMBASSADOR

AMBASSADOR SCHEME

SIXTH FORM
CENTRE

IPSWICH

NORTHGATE
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There’s help at hand
We’re not going to spoon feed you, but we don’t expect you to do it all alone.
Here are the many ways we support you:

Tutors
You’ll be part of a tutor group that meets daily for registration. During this time there will be an 
opportunity to discuss your academic and personal development.

The Office
Any questions or concerns can be discussed in the Sixth Form Office. Mr Alexander is the Head of 
Sixth Form, with three Assistant Heads; Miss Fowler, Mr Watson and Mrs Pope. Mrs Nunn, the 
Learning Support Assistant with Sixth Form responsibility and Mrs Cheesman, our Admissions 
Officer are all happy to help.

Pastoral Officers
Pastoral Officers are available to give emotional support and advice to students when they are 
facing difficulties and give advice on study practices and revision skills.

Confidential Support
We understand the sensitive nature of some things. This is why there’s an on-site counsellor and 
school nurse who are available and anything discussed is confidential.

Careers Team
We are here to help you prepare for your future after Northgate Sixth Form. You will find the 
Careers team in the Careers Suite, which is opposite the main school Library. Here you can browse 
prospectuses, careers books, look at leaflets and displays, use the computers to research course and 
career options and speak to a member of the Careers team about your next steps and future plans. 

Mrs Calder, our Careers Leader, visits lessons to explore all the opportunities that you have 
available to you on leaving Sixth Form, including college, university, apprenticeships, employment 
and volunteering. There are weekly Careers drop-in sessions and appointments can be made 
to discuss your future plans on an individual basis with a member of the Careers team via an 
appointment sign-up system.

Throughout your time at Northgate Sixth Form you will have the opportunity to take part in a 
number of careers and enterprise activities. Highlights include our university and employer talks, 
the UCAS Higher Education Exhibition, Oxbridge Conference, Medics Conference, university open 
days and a Careers and Wellbeing Day at the end of Year 12.

Group Size
Most groups are taught in groups of 20 or less. This allows our teachers to provide a more personal 
learning experience.

Learning Support Department
Around the clock support for students with specific needs. If you have specific needs please 
contact Mrs Nunn for an informal discussion. She is also happy to arrange individual visits where 
necessary.

8

More choice than you think 
A Levels, GCSE courses and beyond.
Two year Advanced Course
These courses lead to degrees and diplomas at university and to professional, managerial 
and commercial careers.

Students will study a 3 A Level programme with some form of enrichment to add to their 
profile.

One year Elevate Course
Leading to advanced level study, training or employment.

The course comprises:
  Maths, English, Science and Film Studies at GCSE level, which may be re-takes or new 

subjects
  Higher project qualification
  Gateway Level 2 Certificate of Progression, equivalent to 1 GCSE
  Careers education and guidance
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Art  
(Fine Art Endorsement)

Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
EDEXCEL

Curriculum Leader
Mr D Beattie

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 6 in Art is a typical offer. A 
grade 6 or above in related subjects such 
as Graphics or Textiles could be accepted 
together with the inspection of a portfolio 
of work. A task can also be set for those 
with no GCSE in Art. There would be 
a requirement that this task would be 
working to a grade 6 at GCSE.

Drawing from direct observation; recording 
and communicating ideas, experiences, 
insights and information in visual and written 
form; gallery, museum, media and traditional 
research; technical instruction and media 
experimentation; development of ideas and 
concepts; production of artefacts; analysis and 
evaluation of the interrelationships between 
the above.

Work is internally assessed throughout the 
course and externally assessed by EDEXCEL 
at Final Exhibition.

Teaching and learning
Teaching is workshop-based and student-
centered and aims to develop each student’s 
intellectual, aesthetic and creative potential 
and to teach appropriate skills and techniques. 
There are many opportunities to visit galleries 
and engage with artworks first-hand. There 
are Life Drawing sessions and an Open Studio 
policy throughout the day and after school.

Progression
Careers in the Visual Arts, Architecture, Art 
History, Museum and Gallery work, Curating, 
Illustration, Graphic Design, Interior Design, 
Website Design, Games Design, Animation, 
Set Design, Film and Fashion Design and 
Events Management.

Biology
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
OCR

Curriculum Leader
Miss H Mosley & Miss R Mitchell

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 6 in Biology or at least one 
grade 6 in Combined Science.

A Level consists of 6 modules:
Development of practical skills in Biology; 
Foundations in Biology; Exchange and 
Transport; Biodiversity, Evolution and 
Disease; Communication, Homeostasis and 
Energy; Genetics, Evolution and Ecosystems.

Teaching and learning
A variety of teaching methods are used. 
Practical work is important and involves 
carrying out detailed procedures, recording 
results, making conclusions as well as 
evaluating data and experimental methods. 
Study skills tasks are set in order to develop 
these skills. Throughout the two years, 
students will complete Practical Activity 
Group (PAG) tasks which all contribute 
towards the achievement of a Practical 
Endorsement at the end of the course.

Progression
Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, 
Forensics, Biological Sciences, Botany, 
Ecology, Marine Biology, Physiotherapy, 
Paramedics, Nursing, Environmental Health 
and other careers where a Science A Level 
would be an advantage.

TWO YEAR A LEVEL
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Business Studies
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
AQA

Curriculum Leader
Mrs N Daglish

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 4 in Business Studies or 
GCSE grade 4 in Mathematics and 
English Language if Business Studies not 
studied at GCSE.

In year one you will explore the foundations 
of business and what it takes to be a good 
manager and leader. You will then move on 
to study the four key functions of a business; 
marketing, operations, finance and HR.
In the second year the focus is on strategy and 
growing a business.

Teaching and learning
Learning in lessons is varied but due to the 
nature of the assessment the use of case 
studies and essay writing is common. The 
emphasis is upon you contributing to your 
own learning by your involvement in lessons. 
Students will use the 5R’s independent 
learning to help complete their 5 hours per 
week private study. Support sessions offered 
throughout the year.

Progression
Business Studies is highly valuable for both 
university and School Leaver Programmes 
as it delivers an understanding of the ways 
organisations and economies work.

Chemistry
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
OCR

Curriculum Leader
Mr P Silvester

Subject specific entry requirements
GCSE grade 6 in Chemistry or at least 
one grade 6 in Combined Science.

A Level consists of 6 modules:
1.  Development of practical skills in Chemistry
2. Foundations in Chemistry
3. Periodic table and energy
4. Core organic Chemistry
5. Physical Chemistry and transition elements
6. Organic Chemistry and analysis

Assessment
Assessment for the A Level consists of three 
examinations at the end of Year 13 that cover 
content and skills from the six modules.

Progression
Chemistry is a valued subject which sits 
centrally within the Sciences to support a 
wide range of careers and degree courses such 
as medicine, forensic science, law, financial 
services, dietetics, environmental health and 
chemical engineering.

Computer Science

Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
OCR

Curriculum Leader
Mr A Howard

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 6 in Maths or Computer 
Science.

A Level consists of 3 units:
1. Computer systems (40%)
2.  Algorithms and programming (40%)  

non exam assessment
3. Programming project (20%)

Teaching and learning
Classes are taught a mix of practical and 
theory lessons.

Students will learn the fundamental principles 
of computing, focusing on developing coding 
skills by undertaking increasingly challenging 
tasks. Students will learn object orientated 
coding, assembly language as well as HTML, 
CSS and Java Script. Students will complete 
a substantial coding project, in a language of 
their choosing over the two-year course. The 
theory side of the course will build on the 
knowledge gained at GCSE, and cover topics 
including computational thinking, networks, 
encryption and many more.

Progression
Computer Science, Engineering and most 
Science degrees.
Employment in many sectors, including 
IT, banking, entertainment, research and 
entrepreneurial ventures (there are more jobs 
than qualified personnel in Computing)

Dance
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
AQA

Curriculum Leader
Miss H Patrick

Subject specific entry 
requirements
Grade 4 in English Language. It is useful 
to have taken Dance at GCSE level but 
not essential.

The course requires students to develop, 
demonstrate and articulate practical and 
theoretical knowledge of:

A Level Component 1 Performance 
and Choreography Practical exam: A solo 
performance linked to a specific practitioner 
within an area of study, a performance in a 
quartet and the choreography of a group.

A Level Component 2 Critical 
Engagement 2 hour 30 minute written 
exam: Students are assessed on knowledge, 
understanding and critical appreciation of set 
work.
Two set works; ‘Rooster’ by Christopher Bruce 
and ‘Sutra’ by Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui. Questions 
are divided into two sections: short answer 
and essay response. Topics include ‘The 
Rambert Dance Company 1966-2002’ and ‘The 
Independent Contemporary Dance Scene in 
Britain 2000-Current.’

Teaching and learning
Practical work, formal teaching of theory 
and critical appreciation, individual student 
research and choreography discussion.

Progression
With other A Level subjects for entry to Dance 
and Performing Arts at degree or HND level. 
Careers relating to performing and teaching at 
both primary and secondary level.
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(Product Design)e

Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
EDEXCEL

Curriculum Leader
Mr S Day

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 6 in a Design & Technology 
subject, or a 6 in Maths plus a set task.

A Level consists of:
Component 1: 50%
Modular projects based on Product 
Investigation, Product Design and Product 
Manufacture. Students create an example 
from each area.

Component 2: 50%
An independent design and make project that 
the student will be responsible for.

Teaching and learning
There are two practical/design sessions 
and one theory session each week. A large 
percentage of the theory work will be delivered 
during practical and design stages of the 
course.

Progression
With other A Level subjects for entry to degree 
level.

Drama & 
Theatre

Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
EDEXCEL

Curriculum Leader
Miss H Patrick

Subject specific entry 
requirements
Grade 4 or above in Drama, or for 
those students who have not studied 
GCSE Drama, grade 4 in GCSE English 
Language.

Course specifications require students to 
demonstrate a practical understanding: of two 
complete and substantial texts and a minimum 
of three key extracts from three different 
texts. Students must study two influential 
theatre practitioners at A Level. Students are 
required to participate in: two performances, 
one devised and one from a performance text 
which has been studied as part of the course.

Component 1: Devising.
40% of qualification (Practical)

Component 2: Text in performance.
20% of qualification (Practical)

Component 3: Theatre makers in practice.
40% of qualification (Examination)

Teaching and learning
Practical work, formal teaching of theory, 
live theatre, individual student research, 
discussion and rehearsal.
 
Progression
With other A Level subjects for entry to Drama 
and Performing Arts at degree or HND level. 
Careers relating to the theatre including 
lighting, stage management, performing and 
teaching at both primary and secondary level.
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ALEK
  Previous School – Holbrook
  Subjects studied – Physics, 

Chemistry, Biology, Maths
  Future plans – University to 

study Medicine

SCHYAMINI
  Previous School – Northgate 
  Subjects studied – Biology, 

Maths, Chemistry
  Future plans – University to 

study Natural Sciences
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English Literature

Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
AQA

Curriculum Leader
Mrs C Wright & Miss G Smy

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 6 in either English Language 
or English Literature.

For the English Literature A Level there are 
two exams, as well as a piece of coursework.

Paper One (three hours) is on the theme 
of Love Through the Ages. There will be an 
extract to analyse from the Shakespeare play 
studied in class, as well as a comparison of two 
unseen poems and an essay linking a novel 
and some poems on a love theme. 

In Paper Two, you will write on poetry, a 
play and a novel (one written since 2000). 
There will be close analysis of language 
and techniques, consideration of different 
viewpoints, and comparison of the presentation 
of a modern day issue in two texts.

The coursework (20% of your overall grade) 
involves comparing an idea, theme or 
character in two texts that you have chosen, 
one of which must have been written before 
1900. You could look at villains, madness, male 
or female characters, the gothic...anything 
you’re interested in.

Teaching and learning
Close reading, discussion and activities around 
the texts in pairs, groups or as a class sharing 
your favourite book, creative writing, research 
on writers and texts, and theatre trips.

Progression
A Level English Literature supports a wide 
range of university courses and careers, 
including journalism, marketing, teaching, 
publishing, research, public relations and the 
Civil Service.

Film Studies
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
WJEC Eduqas

Curriculum Leader
Mr I Bailey

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 4 in English Language or 
English Literature.

The course is assessed by a mixture of 
examined and coursework components.

Teaching and learning
Students will closely analyse films set by the 
WJEC. The components are, ‘Varieties in Film 
and Filmmaking’ – including, Hollywood film, 
contemporary American cinema and British 
film since 1995, and secondly, ‘Global Film 
Making Perspectives’ – including, Global 
film, Documentary film, Silent film and 
Experimental film. These topics will consider 
the relationship between film production and 
audiences, narratives and genre.

Students will have the opportunity to create 
a film sequence using the Mini Mac suite or 
write a screenplay and create a storyboard as 
part of their coursework.

Progression
Suitable for those interested in further 
education in many subjects including 
Literature, Language, History, Sociology, Art, 
Photography, and Media and Cultural Studies 
courses at a degree level. It may be useful for a 
career in television, film, radio and journalism.

Economics
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
EDEXCEL

Curriculum Leader
Mr W Pierce

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 5 in Mathematics and a grade 
5 in either GCSE English Lit or Language.

It doesn’t matter if you haven’t studied 
economics before. You might have an interest 
in economics and want to know more about 
the impact economics has on the world around 
you. You might want to investigate some of the 
stories you hear in the news – Why do some 
economies grow and others don’t? Why didn’t 
economists predict the Global Financial Crisis? 
This course will help you to understand all this 
and much more.
The A Level in Economics covers a broad range 
of issues on both a local and global level. Areas 
include: Financial Economics, Development 
Economics, International Trade Economics, 
and Business Economics.

Teaching and learning
Learning in lessons is varied but due to the 
nature of the assessment the use of real-world 
economic data, articles, and case studies 
are all common. The emphasis is upon you 
contributing to your own learning through 
your active involvement in lessons.

Progression
Studying economics will help you develop 
transferable skills that will prepare you for 
studying at university or moving into the world 
of work. Suitable higher education courses 
include economics degrees or degrees in applied 
economics such as environmental economics, 
labour economics, public sector economics or 
development economics. You might choose 
to study a business management or related 
degree. Economics students can follow a vast 
range of careers in industry, commerce, finance 
and the civil service.

English Language

Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
AQA

Curriculum Leader
Mrs C Wright & Miss G Smy

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 6 in English Language.

Over the course, students will be required to 
study a diverse range of texts and analyse 
how language is used to create meaning 
and representation. There will be a strong 
focus on the impacts of contextual factors on 
language and students will study the impact of 
occupation, gender and region and social class 
on the use of our language.

Students will learn about child language 
acquisition and language change. Students will 
also undertake non-examination assessment 
in the form of an investigation and a piece of 
original writing.

Teaching and learning
Discussion, study and close analysis of a range 
of written and spoken texts. The approach to 
teaching and learning gives students academic 
confidence as well as knowledge about the 
English language. The course is designed to 
encourage students to improve their study 
skills to prepare them for further study or 
work based endeavours.

Progression
Degrees in English Language and Linguistics 
will generally require English Language A 
Level study. Potential career paths include 
journalism, publishing, print media, P.R, 
broadcasting and law based work.

TWO YEAR A LEVEL
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TWO YEAR A LEVEL
French
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
AQA

Curriculum Leader
Dr V Ohakwe

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 6 in French.

The course focuses on developing students’ 
linguistic skills (including the acquisition 
of vocabulary, structures and grammar), 
alongside their understanding of the culture 
and society of countries where French is 
spoken. Topics include social issues and 
trends, and French-speaking artistic culture. 
The A Level course also covers political 
engagement in the French-speaking world. 

Assessment tasks will be varied and will cover 
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills

Teaching and learning
The purpose-built Northgate Language Centre 
provides excellent language learning facilities 
with access to a full range of resources 
including the Internet, language-specific 
software and audio-visual equipment. Lessons 
are conducted for the most part in French. 

Study is supported and enriched through 
links with our partner school, the Lycée Saint 
Louis in Saint Etienne, near Lyon in France. 
Students are encouraged to live and study 
there for a week in the spring term of Year 12. 

Progression
Degree in French or International/European 
Studies. With other A Level subjects for 
entry to other degree courses, careers in 
the business world, civil service, Diplomatic 
Service, education, tourism, interpreting 
and translating, politics, banking, intelligent 
services, medicine and academia.

Geography
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
OCR

Curriculum Leader
Ms A Turner

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 6 in Geography, or for 
students who have not studied GCSE 
Geography, grade 6 in English Literature.

A Level consists of 4 units:
Physical Systems – Coastal Landscapes 
and Earth’s Life Support Systems; Human 
Interactions – Changing Spaces and Global 
Migration & Human Rights; Geographical 
Debates – Climate Change and Hazardous 
Earth and Investigative Geography – an 
independent investigation in the form of a 
written report.

Teaching and learning
A wide range of resources are used to create an 
interesting and varied learning environment. 
Fieldwork is an integral part of the course
and there is the opportunity to participate in a 
residential fieldtrip abroad as well a number of 
day visits.

Progression
Degrees in Geography, Climatology, 
Biogeography, Geology & Earth Sciences, 
Planning, Environmental Science, 
Conservation, Meteorology and Development 
Studies, leading to careers in a wide and 
varied number of professions.
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ESTELLE 
  Previous School – St Albans  
  Subjects studied – Psychology, 

Media, Law and Maths
  Future Plans – To study 

Fashion Public Relations 
and Communication at the 
University of the Arts London



History  
(Modern)

Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
EDEXCEL

Curriculum Leader
Miss Z Quinton

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 6 in History, or for students 
who have not studied GCSE History, 
grade 6 in English Language or English 
Literature.

Y12 Course Content
1. Germany and West Germany 1918-1989
2.  The Rise and Fall of Fascism in Italy  

1911-1946 

Y13 Course Content
1. The British Experience of War 1790-1918
2. Work of the Historian

Teaching and learning
Independent and group research and 
presentations, formal teaching, use of written 
and non-written sources, discussion, peer 
teaching, essay writing, opportunities for 
review and reflection.

Progression
History is useful for degrees such as Law 
and Politics and can, with other A Levels, 
also contribute to careers in archaeology, 
architecture, economics, town planning, 
journalism etc.

TWO YEAR A LEVEL

2120 northgatesixthform.co.uk | 01473 210123 northgatesixthform.co.uk | 01473 210123

German
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
AQA

Curriculum Leader
Mr A Cobbold

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 6 in German.

The course focuses on language skills and 
the acquisition of vocabulary, structures 
and grammar. Topics covered include: 
Youth Culture; The Digital World; Family; 
Multiculturalism; Art; Cultural Life in Berlin; 
Literary Texts; Films; Political Life in the 
German-speaking World.

Students will be assessed on Listening, 
Reading, Speaking and Writing.

Teaching and learning
The purpose-built Northgate Language Centre 
provides excellent language learning facilities 
with access to a full range of resources 
including the Internet, language-specific 
software and audio visual equipment. Lessons 
are conducted for the most part in German.

Study is supported and enriched through a 
joint trip with History to Berlin in Year 12.

Progression
Degree in German or International/European 
Studies. With other A Level subjects for 
entry to other degree courses, careers in 
the business world, civil service, Diplomatic 
Service, education, tourism, interpreting and 
translating.

Graphics 
(Art & Design)

Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
OCR

Curriculum Leader
Mr M Gaffney

Subject specific entry 
requirements
Grade 6 in Design Technology or Art.

This course progresses naturally from GCSE 
and is intended to meet the needs of students 
who have an interest and aptitude in graphics 
and would like to undertake further study in 
design or take up careers for which design is 
relevant.

The candidates are encouraged to demonstrate 
their abilities through projects that can be 
developed according to individual interests. 
The areas for study include: Advertising 
and Design Layout, Illustration, Computer 
Graphics, Typography and Packaging Design. 
The use of technology to aid graphic design 
and word processing will be encouraged and 
expected where appropriate.

Teaching and learning
The A Level consists of 2 components:
Component 1 is worth 60% and is a 
coursework unit. 
Component 2 is worth 40% and is an 
externally set assignment completed under 
controlled conditions.

Progression
As with other A Level subjects for entry to 
degree level.
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Law
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
OCR

Curriculum Leader
Mrs K Whittingham

Subject specific entry requirements
GCSE grade 6 in English Language or 
Literature.

Students will sit three papers at the end of 
Year 13:
Paper One: This covers the legal system and 
criminal law. Topics covered include civil and 
criminal courts, legal personnel, fatal and non- 
fatal offences against the person, theft, robbery 
and burglary.

Paper Two: This covers law making and the 
law of tort. Topics covered include delegated 
legislation, statutory interpretation, judicial 
precedent, liability in negligence, vicarious 
liability and occupiers’ liability.

Paper Three: This covers further law and 
Contract Law. Topics covered include morality, 
justice, technology (privacy, cyber- crime and 
data protection). 

Teaching and learning
Variety of teaching methods are used and 
students are encouraged to do independent 
research. The course includes trips to the Crown 
Court and visits by outside speakers. We also 
take part in the National Mock Trial competition 
as well as internal mock trials.

Progression
Many A Level students have found the course 
invaluable and gone on to study Law or 
Criminology at university. Other students have 
gained apprenticeships at local legal practices. 
The course is also relevant for those wishing 
to join the Police Force or Crown Prosecution 
Service. 
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Media Studies
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
WJEC Eduqas

Curriculum Leader
Mr I Bailey

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 4 in English Language or  
English Literature.

At A Level, students investigate the media 
in order to understand and evaluate how 
meanings and responses are created. The 
media landscape and its changing contexts are 
studied in terms of products, platforms and 
technologies.

Students are encouraged to demonstrate, 
develop and formulate their understanding of 
the media and its influential role in society as 
well as debating contemporary media issues.

Students will be assessed by a mixture of 
examination and practical tasks.

Teaching and learning
Group work, discussion, debate and research. 
Also, essay writing, presentations, analysis 
and creative productions using Mac Mini suite.

Progression
Suitable for students interested in further 
education in Art and Photography, English, 
History, Film Studies at degree level. It may 
also be useful for a career in television, film, 
radio and journalism.

Mathematics
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
OCR

Curriculum Leader
Miss C King

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 6 in Mathematics.

The A Level course is examined by three 
2 hour papers at the end of Year 13:
 Paper 1 – Pure Mathematics
 Paper 2 – Pure Mathematics and Statistics
 Paper 3 – Pure Mathematics and Mechanics

Teaching and learning
Include traditional and investigational 
methods. Students will do both individual and 
group work. Regular homework assignments 
will be set and students will be expected to 
own a Texas TI 30x Pro or a Casio Classwiz 
Fx-991EX calculator.

Progression
A university course or employment in the 
science, computing or business world would 
benefit from a qualification in A Level 
Mathematics. A good grade in A Level 
Mathematics is needed for a degree in 
Mathematics (Further Mathematics would be 
expected for Oxford or Cambridge).
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Music
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
WJEC Eduqas

Curriculum Leader
Mrs C Rutter

Subject specific entry 
requirements
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Music. 
Performance standard should be the 
equivalent of grade 6 Associated Board/ 
Trinity Board or above by the Easter 
of the final examination year. It is also 
expected that students study the grade 5 
Associated Board theory qualification or 
equivalent standard whilst undertaking 
their A Level in Music if they don’t 
already hold the qualification.

Assessment is by performance, composition 
and appraisal. All units are 100% externally 
assessed and must be completed in May/
June in the year of certification. Students will 
perform live in front of a visiting examiner for 
their performing unit.

Students have the option to specialise in 
performing or composing in their second year.

The main areas of study include:
1: The Western Classical Tradition.
2:  One from Rock and Pop, Musical Theatre 

and Jazz.
3:  Music from the Twentieth Century and 

Beyond.

Teaching and learning
Students will learn to perform, compose, 
investigate, analyse and evaluate different 
types of music, developing critical and creative 
thinking, cultural and aesthetic awareness 
through practical methods.

Progression
This specification provides a suitable foundation 
for the study of music or a related area. It can 
also provide the basis for progression to a wide 
variety of other areas of study.

Photography
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
EDEXCEL

Curriculum Leader
Miss A Gladding

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 5 in Art, or a task can be set 
for those without GCSE Art. Each student 
will need to obtain a 35mm SLR camera 
with manual facilities. They will also 
need access to a digital camera – this does 
not need to be a DSLR.

Study will fall into three main areas: darkroom 
practice, digital practice, predominantly 
using Photoshop and experimental fine art 
photography. Maintaining a visual diary or 
sketchbook is an integral part of the course. 
All necessary technical aspects of the course 
will be taught, but students are expected to 
develop personal ideas through research and 
investigation, including demonstrating an 
understanding of the context of their own  
work and the work of others.

Teaching and learning
The majority of lessons will be practical 
workshops with regular tutorials. There are 
many opportunities to visit galleries and 
engage with photography first-hand. There is 
an Open Studio policy throughout the day and 
after school. 
To see some of our students work, please visit 
our instagram page: www.instagram.com/
northgatephotography/?hl=en.

Progression
Careers in the Visual Arts, Website Design, 
Fashion Photography, Photo Journalism, 
Advertising, Media and Performing Arts, 
Illustration, Graphic Design, Interior Design, 
Website Design, Games Design, Animation 
and Film.
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MOLLY
  Previous School – Ipswich School 
  Subjects studied – Photography, Media 

Studies, Drama
  Future plans – University to study 

Photography

Physical 
Education
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
AQA

Curriculum Leader
Mr S Smith

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 4 in English Language or 
Literature and grade 5 in any GCSE 
Science qualification or merit in a BTEC 
Science qualification. 

The course consists of three topic areas; 
Applied Anatomy and Physiology, Skill 
Acquisition and Sports Psychology and Sport 
in Society and Technology in Sport that equate 
to 70% of the course. The non-examined 
assessment part of the course is broken down 
into two parts and equates to 30% of the 
course. 15% is a performance analysis and 15% 
is a written analysis.

Teaching and learning
3x75 minute lessons of theoretical study, in 
which staff will utilise a variety of approaches. 
1x75 minute lesson of practical which will 
support the completion and collation of 
performance evidence.

Progression
Degree level study, which could lead to 
employment within physiotherapy, sports 
science, sports medicine and teaching 
professions.

Physics
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
OCR (A)

Curriculum Leader
Mr S Snowden

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 6 in Physics or at least one 
grade 6 in Combined Science and GCSE 
grade 6 in Maths.

Your two Physics teachers will divide the 
course into topics, which will include:
Forces & Motion, Waves & Oscillations, 
Quantum Physics, Thermal Physics, 
Cosmology & Astrophysics, Nuclear & Particle 
Physics and Medical Imaging.

Teaching and learning
We adopt a practical, hands-on approach to 
learning and we are lucky to have very well 
equipped Physics labs.
We host a regular series of talks on Physics, 
where a range of speakers have talked about 
a variety of topics, such as hunting neutrinos, 
measuring the age of the universe, and using 
Physics in medicine.
We also offer the opportunity to attend 
lectures and exhibitions at other venues such 
as the University of London.

Progression
What does A-level Physics lead to? Physics 
allows you to develop a range of transferrable 
skills, so along with the obvious progression 
to degrees in Physics or engineering, it’s also 
a very useful qualification for those going 
into medicine, law economics and a multitude 
of other pathways. In the words of a former 
student of ours, “Physics isn’t about learning 
a load of facts; it’s about acquiring the skills to 
tackle the question “how does that work?”
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Psychology
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
AQA (A)

Curriculum Leader
Mr S Wootton

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 5 in English Language or 
English Literature or GCSE grade 5 in 
Psychology.

The course consists of 11 topics: 
Social Influence, Memory, Attachment, 
Psychopathology, Approaches in Psychology, 
Research Methods, Biopsychology, Issues 
and Debates in Psychology, Relationships, 
Schizophrenia and Forensic Psychology.

Teaching and learning
A range of approaches will be used including 
discussion, debate, individual and group 
work as well as formal teaching. Students 
will also be encouraged to carry out their own 
investigations and research.

Progression
Careers in Psychology include educational 
psychologist, clinical psychologist, forensic 
psychologist, occupational psychologist and 
health psychologist. Psychology also lends 
itself to careers in teaching, advertising, police 
work, social work or any other profession 
which involves working with other people.

Politics
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
EDEXCEL

Curriculum Leader
Mr S Evans

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 6 in English Language or 
English Literature.

A Level consists of:
 UK Politics
 UK Government
 Comparative USA Politics

Teaching and learning
Presentations, group work, debate, 
discussions, documentaries, essay writing and 
trips.

Complements Sociology, Modern History, 
Economics, English Literature and Law.

Alex’s experience: ‘Politics has been 
responsible for some of the most interesting 
and exciting lessons of my time at Northgate. 
From induction day alone it was clear that the 
teachers were passionate about the subject, 
with this one of the reasons I moved to 
Northgate’.

Progression
A well respected A Level which will help to 
gain access to a variety of degree courses. 
Many students go on to study politics related 
courses at university level.
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Sociology
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
AQA

Curriculum Leader
Mr S Evans

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 4 in Sociology, or for 
students who have not studied Sociology, 
GCSE grade 4 English Language or 
English Literature.

A Level Sociology consists of:
 Families and Households
 Education
 Sociological Research Methods
 Beliefs in Society
 Crime and Deviance
 Sociological Theories and Methods

Teaching and learning
Discussion, debate, group work, individual 
research, videos, presentations and essay 
writing.

Sociology complements Psychology, Politics, 
Modern History and Media Studies.

Progression
A well respected A Level which will help to 
gain access to a variety of degree courses and 
professional qualifications. It is particularly 
useful for those considering a career in 
teaching, law, media, health, criminology and 
social research.

Spanish
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
AQA

Curriculum Leader
Miss T Jansingh

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 6 in Spanish.

The course focuses on language skills and 
the acquisition of vocabulary, structures 
and grammar. Students will gain a deeper 
understanding of the Hispanic world by 
studying topics such as the artistic and 
domestic cultures as well as political life and 
multiculturalism within Spain and Latin 
America.

As well as the above, students will study 
one film and one literary work. In addition 
to this, students will also undertake an IRP 
(Independent Research Project) on a topic of 
their choice.

Students will be assessed on Listening, 
Reading, Speaking, Writing and Translating 
Spanish.

Teaching and learning
The purpose-built Northgate Language Centre 
provides excellent language learning facilities 
with access to a full range of resources 
including the Internet, language-specific 
software and audio visual equipment. Lessons 
are conducted for the most part in Spanish.

Progression
Degree in Spanish or International/European 
Studies. In combination with other subjects, 
entry to other degree courses, careers in the 
business world, Civil Service, Diplomatic 
Service, education, tourism, interpreting and 
translating.
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Textiles
Course
Two year A Level

Exam Board
AQA 

Curriculum Leader
Mrs A Fisk 

Subject specific entry requirements
GCSE grade 4 in Art and/or Textiles and 
GCSE grade 4 in English Lang/ Lit.

A Level consists of:
A Level Component 1 Coursework. 
Personal Project – 60% 
This is a self-directed project. Students select 
the topic of study with guidance for themselves. 
They will explore and research several artists 
and designers, developing their work through 
refinement and experimentation to realise 
a final outcome. Students should expect to 
produce one to two A3 sized sketchbooks which 
will lead to a final outcome. 

A Level Component 2. Externally set 
practical exam – 40%
10 Weeks of research, sketchbook and 
preparation. 15 hour practical exam to produce 
a final response piece. AQA offer a range of 7 
exam questions in which the student selects the 
project title to work from. 

Teaching and learning
Practical work and research. Workshops and 
personal development. Techniques may include; 
weaving, stitching, construction, printing, 
weaving, mixed media and digital work. 

Progression
A wide variety of careers in the fashion and 
interior industry and other related areas from 
management to designing and journalism. 
Future jobs may include, but are not exclusive 
to, Costume Design, Exhibition Design, Interior 
Design, Product Design, Jewellery Design, Art 
Therapist and Fashion Designer.
The skills associated to this course are highly 
commended by several university courses, 
building a strong portfolio to showcase the 
students work and take to interview. 

ANNA
  Previous School – Northgate 
  Subjects studied – Biology, Chemistry 

and Geography
  Future plans – Studying Georgraphy  

at Nottingham University

Extended Project 
Qualification

It provides an opportunity for students to 
extend their abilities beyond the A Level 
syllabus, stand out and prepare for university 
or their future career. It can also be used to 
earn extra UCAS points.

What is the Extended Project?
Students are supported by a supervisor to 
research and write a 5,000 word essay on a 
topic of their choice, normally closely linked 
to their chosen degree course or career. They 
are taught higher level research and essay 
writing skills, not only to help them with their 
project, but also with the transition to higher 
education. The qualification allows students 
to develop a level of expertise in their chosen 
field beyond what they have been taught, and 
also to demonstrate academic curiosity and 
enthusiasm.

Assessment
The Extended Project is assessed using three 
main sources of evidence:-
1. The extended essay
2.  The production log which details their 

EPQ journey
3.  A short presentation to staff and 

students at the end of the course.

How can it support university 
applications?
The Extended Project is awarded a mark from 
A* to E. As the project is well underway by the 
time students make their UCAS application, 
students can use it as an important part of 
their personal statement, and then as a focus 
for discussion at possible interviews.
“The university recognises that some A Level 
students may also choose to offer the Extended 
Project. In such cases, some admissions tutors 
may make two alternative offers, one of which 
involves success in the Extended Project (for 
example, either AAA at A Level or AAB at A 
Level plus Extended Project).” – University of 
Bristol.

The qualification is available to students who 
are identified as being able to cope with the 
additional demands of this qualification.
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     ONE YEAR GCSE OR EQUIVALENT
Health &  
Social Care

Course
Level 3 Applied (A Level equivalent)

Exam Board
OCR

Curriculum Leader
Mrs H Anderson

Subject specific entry requirements
GCSE grade 4 in English and Science 
preferably Biology.

Course Content includes:
Person cantered approach to care and how to 
communicate effectively, equality, diversity and 
legislation that supports this, health and safety in the 
work place. Anatomy and physiology of the human 
body.

Optional Units
Sexual health and child development and public health.

Year One – Certificate: Two written examination 
set and marked by OCR and one centre-marked 
assignment, externally moderated by OCR.

Year Two – Extended Certificate: one written 
examination, set and marked by OCR, and two centre- 
marked assignments, externally moderated by OCR.

Teaching and learning
The style of learning is different on a vocational 
course. Students will take the main responsibility for 
their learning. Carrying out their own research and 
investigations, be involved in discussions and group 
work, give presentations, read widely and write up 
portfolios and essays. There will be a chance in year
12 for some experience in the caring sector. The use of
ICT will be required.

Progression
The proposed OCR Level 3 Health and Social Care 
qualifications has elements of psychology, social 
policy and sociology the year 2 examination is focused
on Biology. The main purpose of the qualification 
is to support access to higher education degree 
courses, such as BA (Hons) in nursing, social work, 
occupational therapy, teaching, policing, midwifery 
and many more or a starting route into level 3 
apprenticeships in a caring role.

English
Course
GCSE (One year course)

Exam Board
AQA

Curriculum Leader
Miss G Smy & Mrs C Wright

Subject specific entry 
requirements
None.

Students will be expected to read and 
respond to a variety of text types, 
including fiction and non-fiction. Writing 
in a number of different styles including 
descriptive, narrative and argumentative 
and writing to express a point of view will 
also form an important part of the final 
assessments.

This qualification will also require 
students to take part in a spoken language 
endorsement in order to qualify for the 
GCSE.

Teaching and learning
Talks, discussion, individual and group 
work.

Progression
GCSE grade 4 in English is essential for 
almost all employment and further/higher 
education at 17+ or 18+.

Further 
Mathematics

Course
A Level

Exam Board
OCR

Curriculum Leader
Miss C King

Subject specific entry 
requirements
GCSE grade 7 in Mathematics.

Students complete their A Level 
Mathematics course in Year 12 and 
embark on their Further Mathematics 
course after the summer modules in Year 
12.

The full further maths A Level course 
consists of four components (but more 
can be taken):
  Two mandatory pure mathematics 

components (Pure core 1 & 2).
  Statistics including the Poisson 

distribution, non-parametric hypothesis 
tests and Chi-squared tests

  Mechanics including Momentum, Work, 
Energy and Power and Centres of Mass.

It may be possible to take one further 
module on Further Pure maths

Teaching and learning
Include traditional and investigational 
methods. Students will do both individual 
and group work. There is no coursework 
element, but regular homework 
assignments will be set and students will 
be expected to own a Texas TI 30x Pro or a 
Casio Classwiz Fx-991EX calculator.

Progression
Further Mathematics is required for 
students hoping to study Mathematics at 
Oxford or Cambridge and is advantageous 
to those wishing to study Computer 
Science, Economics or Engineering. 
Further Mathematics is desirable, but not 
essential, for a Mathematics degree at any 
other university.
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Film Studies
Course
GCSE (One year course)

Exam Board
WJEC Eduqas

Curriculum Leader
Mr I Bailey

Subject specific entry 
requirements
None.

At GCSE students will closely analyse six films 
set by WJEC. Three films will be on the topic 
of American Mainstream and Independent 
cinema and three covering British and Global 
Cinema, both past and present. These topics 
will consider the relationship between film 
production and audiences, narrative and 
genre. Students will be further assessed on key 
developments in film and film technology.

Students will have the opportunity to create a 
film sequence or write a screenplay as part of 
their coursework.

Teaching and learning
GCSE Film Studies encourages candidates to:
  Develop their interest and enjoyment of 

film and begin to develop an appreciation of 
cultural diversity.

  Recognise the ways in which films represent 
people, places, ideas, issues and events to 
different audiences.

  Recognise and explore the creative 
possibilities of film and film products.

Progression
This course is suitable for students interested 
in further education in many subjects 
including those students intending to study 
Literature, Language, History, Sociology, Film 
Studies, Art, Photography, and Media and 
Cultural Studies courses at A Level. It may 
also be useful for a career in television, film, 
radio and journalism.



BEN
  Previous School –  Ipswich Academy 
  Subjects studied – PE, IT, Psychology
  Future plans – University to 

study Sports Science or take on an 
Apprenticeship in Sports Coaching
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NT Mathematics
Course
GCSE (One year course)

Exam Board
EDEXCEL

Curriculum Leader
Miss C King

Subject specific entry 
requirements
This one year GCSE course is provided 
for students who aim to improve on their 
previous GCSE Mathematics grades 3 
or 4. It is not suitable for anyone who 
already has a grade 5 or above.

The course consists of 3 written papers 
(equally weighted) and will follow the 
Foundation Programme of Study of the 
National Curriculum which has a grade 5 as 
the highest attainable grade.

Assessment
Paper 1: Non-calculator
Paper 2: Calculator
Paper 3: Calculator

Teaching and learning
These include traditional and investigational 
methods. Students will do both individual and 
group work. There is no coursework element 
but regular homework assignments will be
set. They are expected to have the use of a 
scientific calculator and will be taught how to 
use it effectively.

Mental or written methods of calculation will 
be revisited frequently for the non-calculator 
paper

Progression
A GCSE grade 4 in Mathematics is essential 
for teaching and many other careers and 
greatly extends opportunities in employment 
and further/higher education at 17+ and 18+.

Combined 
Science
(Trilogy)

Course
GCSE Double Award (One year course)

Exam Board
AQA

Curriculum Leader
Mrs H Rojek

Subject specific entry 
requirements
None. This course is designed for those 
who achieved grade 4 or below in GCSE 
Combined Science, or the separate 
sciences.

This GCSE Combined Science course covers 
the national curriculum for Key Stage 4 
Science, including an even mix of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics topics. All units of 
work are examined at the end of the academic 
year through theory exams. Practical skills, 
which include the ability to plan, conduct, 
analyse and evaluate scientific investigations, 
will be assessed through the theory papers. 
This will include knowledge of a set of 
‘required practicals’, which will be conducted 
during lesson time. Practical skills make up 
15% of the marks available and math skills 
contribute 20%.

Teaching and learning
Students will benefit from three specialist 
teachers. Teachers will use a wide range of 
resources, techniques and strategies to help 
students understand the scientific concepts, 
catering for a variety of learning styles. 
All three teachers will contribute to the 
development of practical and maths skills. 
Revision skills and exam technique will be 
taught as recurring themes.
 
Progression
Students can use this opportunity to improve 
their GCSE grades, providing entry to A 
level or other Level 3 courses of study in the 
sciences, such as Applied Sciences, Forensic 
Science, Nursing, Veterinary Nursing and 
Medical Science.



   There are many opportunities that enhanced 
my cultural experiences, including numerous theatre 
trips and an amazing trip to Iceland. 

   Northgate Sixth Form offers a wide range of extra-
curricular activities for students to be able to participate in. 
In order for students to be aware of the multiple opportunities 
available, Northgate arranges a Fresher’s Fair.  

   While studying at Northgate Sixth Form, you not 
only experience excellent teaching, but are also given many 
opportunities to broaden your cultural horizons. 
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SOFIYA
  Previous School – St Albans 
  Subjects studied – English Literature, 

Media Studies, Graphics
  Future plans – University to study 

Graphic Design
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ELLIOT
  Previous School – Northgate 
  Subjects studied – Chemistry, Further 

Maths
  Future plans – University to study 

Chemical Engineering, with a hope to go 
into the petrochemical industry
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ENCOMPASS 

The ENCOMPASS programme is a collection of carefully selected enrichment activities aimed 
at students in the Sixth Form. Being a member of the Sixth Form is not just about academic 
study. The ENCOMPASS programme offers opportunities to develop further as an individual. 
Also a great way to meet people and have a lot of fun. 
 
The ENCOMPASS programme works on a Credit System, with each activity carrying a certain 
number of credits (1, 2 or 3 credits). These are awarded on a termly basis. Students who have 
chosen to take 3 A Levels will be expected to work towards 3 credits per term. 
 
There are approximately 40 different enrichment activities available, and the programme 
is expanding all of the time. The ENCOMPASS activities are organised in to 4 different areas: 
 
 

The ENCOMPASS programme is lucky to work in collaboration with 
Paddy & Scott’s (a national coffee distributer based in Suffolk).  

Academic 
Enrichment 

Health and 
Wellbeing 

Volunteering 
and work 

Clubs and 
Societies 
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The ENCOMPASS programme is a collection of carefully selected enrichment activities aimed 
at students in the Sixth Form. Being a member of the Sixth Form is not just about academic 
study. The ENCOMPASS programme offers opportunities to develop further as an individual. 
It is also a great way to meet people and have a lot of fun.
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USEFUL INFORMATIONUS
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ION Your questions answered 

Students
Where do the students that attend Northgate Sixth Form  
come from?
Everywhere. Many have stayed after attending Northgate High School whilst more come from 
over twenty schools across Suffolk. In total over 50% of the students come from other schools. 
And there’s even new movers to the area. All in all, a fantastic mix of people for you to meet.

Is it possible to take a subject at A Level that I have not taken  
at GCSE?
Yes and no. For some it is not necessary, for others it is more important. Please see the 
subject entry requirements for more details.

Is it possible to take any combination of subjects?
No. But we’ll listen to suggestions. We work tirelessly to offer a wide range of subject 
combinations. The timetable blocking system shows what combinations are available, 
however if there’s a popular, unavailable combination we’ll try and fit it in. Please make this 
clear on your application.

How can I get more detailed information on a course?
At our Virtual Open Evening on 14th October 2020 (7-8pm) and for those who cannot make 
that event the website contains information related to subjects and the Sixth Form as a 
whole. If you still have questions feel free to contact the curriculum leader – details are given 
at the top of each subject page.

What happens if I don’t get the grades that I need?
We have to be fair to everyone and stick to the requirements published. If you don’t get the 
grades needed, we recommend you make an appointment as soon as you have your results to 
meet one of our team, where we can advise on an alternative programme.

Your questions answered 

Parents
What contact will I have with the Sixth Form?
There’s the Introductory Parents’ Evening in September where you’ll learn more about the Sixth 
Form and meet your son/daughter’s tutor. You’ll be issued with a parents’ handbook containing 
key dates and procedures. We also ask you to help monitor attendance. Please call us to report 
absence and we’ll contact you if there are concerns over your child’s attendance or well being.

What transport options are available?
Those living nearby walk or cycle. Those living further afield take advantage of the local 
bus services. Many students drive and there is a FREE car park allocated to Sixth Form 
students. Further details on transport options can be found at www.suffolkonboard.com.

What do students do when they’re not in lessons? 
They study. Year 12 students have some free time, however they are encouraged to take 
advantage of the study facilities on site. They will also use their non-contact time to participate 
in Enrichment activities. If students don’t have an afternoon lesson they can leave the site, 
enabling them to work from home.

What financial support is available?
The Sixth Form bursary scheme is available to those with a household income below £25,000 
or are experiencing hardship. The help ranges from the provision of IT, books, equipment, 
travel (including the cost of university visits) and school lunches. Further details are on the 
website and applications are invited at the point of enrolment to the Sixth Form.
For those in particular financial need, in relation to events such as school trips or university 
visits, there is a fund for economically disadvantaged students; further information is 
available upon request.

Summary of results 2020
We had 195 Year 13 A Level students 

taking 601 A Levels, across 35 different subjects.

Of these students 88% achieved A Levels graded

A* to C, with 43% of overall entries awarded A* or A.
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SIXTH FORM CHARITY WEEK/AMBASSADOR TREAT

Results for 2020 were the highest of the centre assessed grade and the calculated grade from the awarding body.
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CHARLOTTE
  Previous School – Felixstowe Academy 
  Subjects studied – English Literature, 

Chemistry, Physics, Psychology
  Future plans – University to study 

Psychology


