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Dear applicant,
I hope that this newsletter 

finds you and your families safe and 
well.

This week, we have welcomed 
our students back to Northgate and 
it has been a great joy to be back 
together. The Sixth Form Block 
has felt very empty in 2021 and it 
has been fantastic to get back to 
learning. This has been an important 
step and the students have certainly 
appreciated seeing their staff and 
each other again. I hope that your 
return to learning has been good too!

The Sixth Form team have enjoyed 
speaking to so many of you over the 
last few months and to hear how 
excited you are to get going on your 
next step in September. We are 
always available for you to contact 
us with any questions that you may 
have. Subjects have produced videos 
and information that our ex-students 
have helped with, so that you can 
see where studying with us can 
take you. These can be found on our 
social media channels. We will be in 
contact with more information over 
the next few months to keep in touch 
and get you ready.

Take care and we hope to see you 
soon.

Mr Alexander
Head of Sixth Form
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Lauren – Final year studying Criminology at the University  
of Essex
I started my A-levels at Northgate in 2015 after completing my 
GCSE’s at Ipswich Academy. I chose Northgate because not 
only does it have an excellent reputation, but was also the 
only post-16 provider in Ipswich offering A Level Law. I studied 

Law, Psychology, Sociology and Business Studies. In Year 13 I did a law based 
EPQ on the effectiveness of prison, which definitely helped with preparing for 
University in terms of writing long pieces of text and also Harvard referencing.

Following my A-levels, I took a gap year working as a bar supervisor full time 
in order to save money and be financially prepared for University. I highly 
recommend taking a gap year to give yourself a break from education and 
have time to refresh both yourself and your brain before starting University, as 
the difficulty of study between A-levels and University increases significantly.

I am currently nearing the end of my final year studying Criminology at the 
University of Essex. Studying Law and Sociology at A-Level has definitely helped 
my fundamental understanding in the Criminological field, and studying 
Psychology was useful for my Psychiatry and Mental illness module. I also found 
the careers team at Northgate very helpful in regard to investigating my best 
options and applying to different Universities. Following my graduation, I hope 
to find a career in the field of Social Justice within the Criminal Justice System.

Ex-students share their paths in life since 
We are so proud of each and 
every student that studies with us at 
Northgate Sixth Form. 

We would like to share some 
profiles with you to show varied 
paths in life to inspire future 
generations of Northgate Sixth 
Form students to be the very best 
that they can be. Throughout the 
year past students continue to 
support the Sixth Form in various 
ways such as returning to visit 
current students to give advice 
and talks on their career or further 
education to date.

Curtis – Employed with Scrutton Bland since 
leaving Sixth Form
In 2015, I decided to undertake my A-levels in Law, 
Psychology, Biology and Accounting at Northgate 
Sixth Form after studying my GCSE’s at Ipswich 
Academy. I decided to take this broad range of 
subjects to gain exposure to various different of 
areas as I was not entirely sure what I wanted to go into post 
sixth form. 

During sixth form, I narrowed my interests down to Law and 
Accountancy. Through various discussions I devised that if I 
wanted to go into Law, attending university to study a law degree 
would be the most sensible route. In contrast to this, accountancy 
was very much thought to favour experience and so I was 
advised that gaining an apprenticeship would be the best route 
for this. I started making contact with a number of accountancy 
firms in and around Ipswich, where I had numerous interviews 
and applicant days before finally accepting an offer to work for 
Scrutton Bland. 

I have since been working at SB for the past 3½ years, where I 
have gained vital experience and soft skills that I would have not 
gained from university, all whilst earning a competitive salary. I 
have studied AAT and am now studying higher level Chartered 
accountancy (ICAEW) exams in order to become a Chartered 
Accountant and Tax Advisor. I have also made quality contacts 
through networking, where I have met other training accountants 
and young individuals, such as in the legal and property fields, 
who are having similar experiences as myself. 

Amy – Apprenticeships Suffolk Coordinator, Suffolk County 
Council 

After completing my GCSEs at Northgate High School, I decided 
to continue my academic journey and stayed to study A-Levels at 
Northgate Sixth Form. 

I studied Economics, Sociology and Food Technology. Once 
I completed these in 2017, I knew that Sociology was where my 
passion lied. I went on to study Sociology at the University of 
Leicester. My experience at Sixth Form and the knowledge which I 
gained from my A-levels provided a great basis for my degree. 

I then graduated with a First-Class Honour in July 2020. While 
I was coming to the end of my degree, I was very proactive in 
applying for full time positions. I knew I wanted to work within 
the public sector, as this presented the opportunity to make an 
impact. 

In June 2020 I started my position as an Apprenticeships Suffolk 
Coordinator, for Apprenticeships Suffolk. Apprenticeships Suffolk is 
an impartial and bespoke service being offered by Suffolk County 
Council as part of their strategic aim to increase the quality and 
quantity of apprenticeships within the county, thereby supporting 
business and economic growth. For the past 8 months I have had 
the privilege of supporting Suffolk Businesses and Suffolk people 
with their apprenticeship journeys. 

My current role at Suffolk County Council has allowed me 
to demonstrate the knowledge I have gained through my 
qualifications. I have also been able to reflect on my personal 
academic journey, which has been invaluable in supporting 
individuals deciding their next steps for their careers. 

Ryhan – Final Year Biomedical 
Scientists at University of Essex.
In 2015 I began my A-levels 
at Northgate Sixth Form after 
successfully completing my 
GCSEs at Ipswich Academy. I 
studied at Northgate because 
it had very reputable sciences 
and mathematics departments. 
I chose Biology, Chemistry and 
Maths as full A-levels, with Physics 
as an AS-level and an Extended 
Project Qualification (EPQ) in 
possible cures for cancer.

Straight after Sixth Form, I 
began my bachelors degree 
in Biomedical Science at the 
University of Essex. The knowledge 
I obtained from Northgate helped 
solidify foundational knowledge 
required in my degree, enabling 
me to secure a placement year 
at Addenbrookes Hospital in my 
third year. Upon completing my 
placement, I became HCPC 
registered, a vital qualification 
needed for future prospects.

Currently I am in my final year of 
biomed and was lucky enough to 
land a part time job in molecular 
laboratories at Ipswich hospital 
for coronavirus testing. My time at 
Northgate nurtured my enthusiasm 
in disease and immunological 
related topics, paving the way 
for jobs connected to those fields. 
After graduation, I will either 
become a full fledge Biomedical 
Scientist at the NHS or I hope 
to begin a Physician Associate 
masters. Either way, I have a 
positive future to look forward to 
thanks to Northgate.

leaving our Sixth Form

The Aspire Programme provides 
students with opportunities to take 
part in a number of varied activities 
throughout Year 12 to help equip 
and support them to realise their 
ambitions with regards to moving 
on at the end of their time at 
Northgate Sixth Form.  Whether 
students are thinking of university, 
an apprenticeship or entering the 
workforce, this programme helps 
prepare students for the next steps.

We currently have nearly 100 
students from Year 12 taking part 
in the Aspire Programme.  Forming 
part of their Enrichment offering, 
students have taken part in sessions 
on Effective Study Skills, Motivation, 
Confidence and Resilience.  Each 
half-term has a different theme and 
students are set a series of challenges 
to complete linked to that theme.  
Supported by external experts in 
their field, students will be moving on 
to take part in sessions on debating 
and structured argument, interviews 
and presentation skills, written 
communication and finally teamwork 
and leadership. We are looking 
forward to our celebration event at 
the end of the academic year which 
will recognise the achievements and 
accomplishments of every single 
student who has taken part in the 
Aspire Programme.

The Aspire Programme will assist our 
students in acquiring the range of 
skills that universities and employers 
are looking for in young people, 
which will help set them apart from 
others in an increasingly competitive 
world.  We’re looking forward to 
seeing how this programme develops 
and the how the young people 
taking part in it thrive and grow. 

Aspire Programme

Amber – Final year studying English Literature at the 
University of Leicester
I joined Northgate Sixth Form to study my A-Levels in 2015 after 
finishing my GCSE’s at Ipswich Academy. I chose Northgate as 
it offered all of the subjects I was interested in. I did A-Levels 
in English Literature, English Language and Psychology. I also 
completed an AS-Level in Early Modern History. Additionally, I did an EPQ in 
English Language.

After finishing my A-Levels in 2017, I took a gap year to work in retail and save 
money up for my eventual enrolment at the University of Leicester. I started my 
applications for universities during my gap year but the careers team were very 
helpful even though I had already left the sixth form. This helped me in securing 
my first choice university. The combination of studying English Literature and 
English Language was invaluable to my subsequent studies at university 
level. It helped me with my analytical skills and formed the foundation of 
my overall knowledge of the English canon. Completing the EPQ was also 
incredibly helpful in preparing me for the formatting of university essays, such as 
referencing.

I am currently in my final year of my degree and I am planning on taking my 
studies further by applying to do a Masters in English.

Bradley – Employed with senior roles at John Lewis and 
Barclays since leaving Sixth Form.
I joined Northgate Sixth Form back in 2015 after completing my 
GCSE’s at Ipswich Academy. I chose Northgate as they had such 
a great reputation and taught all of the subjects that I wanted to 
study. I studied Chemistry, Maths, Economics and AS Further Maths.

In 2018, I left Northgate with grades A*, A, B, B respectively. Immediately after 
I started a gap year and found employment with John Lewis where I got a 
senior role training my colleagues on the electrical products we sell, being paid 
to travel around the country meeting and networking with retailers.

Despite earning a place on the sought after Natural Sciences Degree at UEA, 
I decided to stay in employment and got a job working as a personal banker 
at Barclays in Ipswich which was a very good opportunity for me. However, in 
the future I would still love to use the grades I achieved at Northgate to gain a 
degree in either science or finance.
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10 years of A level Law at Northgate
Mrs Whittingham started 
teaching Law as an A level 
subject in 2010 after 16 years of 
practising as a Solicitor. 

We started as an after 
school subject and now have 
two groups in Y12 and Y13. 
We are lucky to have two 
specialist teachers and to have 
established strong links with the 
local legal community. Although 
it is not a widely taught A level 
in Suffolk it is a very popular A 
level in the rest of the country 
amongst those thinking of a 
legal career. 

We have had lots of success 
stories over the years and hope 
you enjoying reading about 
some of them…

Aluric – First year studying Law at St John’s College, the 
University of Oxford
I studied for GCSEs at Debenham High School and moved to 
Northgate High School for A levels in 2018. 

One reason why I chose Northgate was because I wanted 
to study A level Law. I have always wanted to study Law at 
University and I thought it would be helpful to get a feel for it at 

A level. It was very useful both in confirming my choice of degree and also in 
developing the skills and knowledge which I am finding helpful in my first year 
at University. 

I am currently studying remotely although I was lucky enough to have my 
first Term in Oxford. 

Rosie – In her 4th year as a Solicitor Apprentice with 
Eversheds Sutherland in London
I joined Northgate Sixth Form in 2015 having completed my 
GCSEs at Farlingaye High School. I chose Northgate as wanted 
to study Law. 

I completed my A levels in 2017 and rather than taking the 
traditional route to qualify as a solicitor I chose to undertake a 
Solicitor Apprenticeship with Eversheds Sutherland. My decision was largely 
influenced by the attraction of learning on the job while studying and also 
by the security of having a position once qualified. 

I am currently in my 4th year, working in the commercial team and I will 
qualify after 6 years as a Solicitor 

Bethany – 3rd year Law student at the University of Kent 
(should be on a year abroad at the University of Vienna)
I moved to Northgate for A levels as I wanted to study Law 
which wasn’t offered at Farlingaye. It was a brilliant move! 

I made the most of the extra-curricular opportunities offered 
at Northgate. One which I particularly enjoyed was the Mock 
Trial Competition. I have since taken part in Mooting at 

university which has helped my skills from Bar Mock Trial develop further and 
even used these experiences to help gain work experience with a Criminal/
Family Law Barrister! 

The A level in Law was very useful for my degree studies. My prior 
knowledge from A level made the transition to my  degree easier. It also 
gave me the confidence to approach legal professionals to obtain work 
experience.

I am currently applying for training contracts to qualify as a solicitor.

Lauren – 
Second 
Year Trainee 
solicitor at 
Birketts LLP, 
Ipswich – due 

to qualify September 2021 
I moved to Northgate Sixth 
Form in 2013 from St Albans 
High School as I wanted to 
study Law and Northgate 
was the only local school 
offering it. I did A levels in 
Law, Psychology, Philosophy 
& Ethics as well as General 
Studies. I also did the EPQ on 
Law. 

I left Northgate in 
2013 to study Law and 
Criminology at the University 
of Manchester. My A level 
Law studies proved to be 
extremely useful in my first 
year at Manchester. This  
was especially the case  
with criminal law as I knew 
a lot of the law and the 
cases as well as the legal 
terminology which my 
classmates were meeting for 
the first time. 

I graduated in 2018 and 
then did the Legal Practice 
Course at the University of 
Law.

Zoe – First year Law student at Durham University
I chose to move to Northgate Sixth Form from Farlingaye because it 
offered the subjects I was interested in, specifically A Level Law and 
A Level (Early Modern) History. I chose Law at A Level as I had a 
general interest from topics covered in history and I had also taken 
part in the Magistrates’ Mock Trial competition in Year 9. 

At Northgate in both Years 12 and 13 I got involved in the Citizenship Bar 
Mock Trial. The experience was invaluable in improving my speaking skills and 
the ability to construct a case.

A Level Law has provided me with a base knowledge which I have been 
able to build upon at university as well as a skillset. My two years of dealing with 
problem style questions at A level gave me a lot more confidence than my 
peers in how they need to be approached. 

In the future I would like to become a barrister. 


