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Our A Level dance students 
were asked to participate 
in DanceEast’s 12 Days of 
Christmas. This was a fun, 
Christmassy themed short 
project with DanceEast which 
was shared over their social 
medial platforms. We are often 
involved in work with DanceEast 
as they consider Northgate 
to have an excellent Dance 
provision!

Year 12 and 13 dance students 
produced a virtual Dance Show 
for their friends and family to 
watch online. Usually in the 
Autumn Term our annual dance 
show takes place at DanceEast 
but unfortunately this year it 
could not happen due to Covid 

restrictions but the students 
enjoyed creating and filming the 
work even if it wasn’t performed 
in a live setting.

Year 12 Drama students are 
making full use of Digital Theatre 
Plus – a platform Northgate 
subscribes to which streams live 
performance. This is proving 
invaluable seeing as all theatres 
are closed. It is great that 
Northgate provides students 
with the opportunity to see live 
theatre during such a difficult 
time. The Year 12’s are preparing 
their monologue performances 
ready for assessment and have 
been greatly inspired by the 
Frantic Assembly performance 
‘Things I know to be true’

12 days of Christmas
Dear Applicants,

I hope that this newsletter finds 
you and your families well after a 
difficult festive period.

The return to study has not been as 
we anticipated, but the key thing is for 
people to stay safe. In terms of studying, 
make sure that you keep working hard 
and put yourself in a strong position for 
the next steps that you intend to take.

It has been a privilege to speak to so 
many of you about your applications 
and your plans for the future. We at 
Northgate are committed to helping you 
on your path to a bright future. Over the 
next few months, we will be keeping in 
touch with information, advice and tips 
to help prepare you for study with us in 
September. Please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch regarding anything to do with 
your application or any questions that 
you have about Northgate Sixth Form.

Take care and stay safe,

Mr Alexander, Head of Sixth Form
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Jake is a very talented former 
student, who completed three 
creative A Levels with us 
achieving excellent results. Here 
he talks about his experiences 
since leaving Northgate Sixth Form 
and the success he has had with 
his work. 

Hello my name is Jake. 
Whilst at Northgate I studied a 
combination of Photography, 
Art and Resistant Materials 
(design). The quality of lessons 
and teaching approach helped 
inspire me and push all aspects of 
my creative work. The mentality 
and work ethic I developed has 
continued to motivate me to get 
to where I am now. 

After studying at Northgate I 
went on to do an art foundation 
which was a great way to 
diversify my practice within 
the arts and gain a better 
understanding of the creative 
industry. Subsequently I applied 
for art school and went to study in 
London at the Slade School of Art. 
Whilst there I was lucky enough 
to be granted a place for a 
residency at Rochester Square, a 

Jake talks about life after Sixth Form

Sidney, who normally lives in the Sixth 
Form office, is planning to avoid the 
lockdown by hibernating her way 
through it! She went into the chiller on 
Saturday after 3 weeks of winding down. 
If everything goes well, she should be 
in there for 4 weeks.  Hibernating her in 
a fridge is a lot safer than in a box in a 
garage like people used to do. You can 
control the temperature much better so 
it stays close to their ideal hibernating 
temperature of 5°C.

Congratulations to Jack and Ben 
in Year 12 who ran a marathon in 
Santa hats in December, to raise 
money for Cancer Research UK.

ceramic studio and garden space 
in the heart of Camden. 

Alongside the self-led studio 
time at university, I participated in 
drawing workshops and projects 
lead by tutors. This really inspired 
me to find ways of leading 
people in experimental drawing 
workshops and to encourage 
artists to question the ways we 
relate to our subject matter. 
After graduating this July, I 
started ’Garden drawing club’ at 
Rochester Square. I lead a couple 
of hours of classes each week that 
give people the opportunity to 

connect with the wildly overgrown 
outdoor space and the ceramic 
studio. 

During lockdown I led online 
life drawing sessions and  was 
approached by TATE Collective to 
create a film about these creative 
events, which was broadcast 
online for ‘Late at Tate Britain’ in 
December 2020. 

Since then I have returned home 
and built an exciting studio space 
to continue my practice, I am 
looking forward to refining my skills 
and being involved in exciting 
projects in the future.

https://twitter.com/northgatesixth
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Northgate Diversity and Community Group
The Northgate Diversity and 
Community Group was formally 
launched in September 2019. Many 
projects focused around human 
rights, diversity and community 
projects have always taken place 
at Northgate High School and Sixth 
Form but there was such a demand 
for a student group to come 
together and lead the way! 

Initially, the group started with 
sixth form students who helped 
focus the aims of the group and 
decided the direction they wanted 
the group to go in. The group then 
expanded and now is comprised of 
students from Years 7-13 and very 
much reflects the diverse nature of 
the Northgate community! 

The group aims to build positive 
links with others and as a result 
the Northgate Diversity and 
Community Group have been and 
still are, involved in a number of 
different projects: 
 Successful and important 
black role models and 
celebrating Black 
History month.
 LGBTQ+ visibility in 
school.
 Supporting 
Stonewall’s 
#NoBystander 
campaign. 
 Diversifying the 
Curriculum.
 Guest speakers. 

 A Diversity Writing Competition 
for all students in Years 7-13.  

 Trans Awareness 
Week. 
 Working with 

Outreach Youth.
 Creating an 
LGBTQ+ Inclusive 

Language Tooklit.
 Working with The 
Hold records office 
on Waterfront on their 

LGBTQ+ exhibition in February 2021.
 Creating educational resources 
for History lessons.
 Creating resources for assemblies 
and tutor time on diversity topics.

 If you would like to find out 
more or be a part of the Northgate 
Diversity and Community Group, 
please email Mrs Bothwell-O’Hearn 
(she/her) on: rmo@northgate.suffolk.
sch.uk

A Level languages
The teaching and learning of languages helps 
reduce racism and discrimination by making 
students more aware and understanding of 
other cultures and ways of life. 

Multiculturalism is a key topic on the  
A Level German syllabus, so Year 13 wrote 
a rap, a poem and a speech in German as 
entries for the Northgate Celebrating Diversity 
Competition. We are impressed with their 
ability to write about such an emotive subject 
in another language. Matilda’s poem ‘Was 
fuer ein Witz’ was the winning entry in the Sixth 
Form category. Well done Year 13 German! 

https://twitter.com/northgatesixth
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Who can I speak 
to if I need help?

The Diana Award
   FREE text service to support you when  

you have a crisis

  24/7 support 

  Worries about:
  Suicidal thoughts
  Abuse or assault
  Self-harm
  Bullying
  Relationship breakdown

www.diana-award.org.uk/ 
news/anti-bullying/diana-award-crisis-messenger

Kooth
   Your online mental health  

well-being support

   FREE safe and anonymous 
support

   Individual or group 
counselling

   Pastoral staff are able to offer an 
introduction to how Kooth works

  www.kooth.com

Northgate  
Pastoral Team

   Remember we have lots of support for you  
in school 

   Your form tutor is your first point of contact  
for support and help 

   Mentors, Peer Support, Counsellor,  
Pastoral Officers 

Barnardo’s
   Struggling with COVID-19?  

See, Hear, Respond can help

   You can self refer or ask for our pastoral team 
to help you refer

  Can support you or your family

  www.barnardos.org.uk
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