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ear applicant,
Welcome to our first
newsletter for the year. The idea
behind it is to show applicants to
Northgate Sixth Form the kind
of opportunities that you will
have next year if you choose to
join us. We will be keeping you
up to date throughout the year
and will also be contacting you
about events that we think you
may be interested in, based on the
subjects that you have chosen.
It has been a pleasure to meet
so many of you at our open
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events and interview evenings and
hopefully you will have sensed the
supportive community that we are.
If you have any questions about
any aspect of our Sixth Form then
please get in touch.
I hope that you have a happy
festive season!

Mr Alexander
Head of Sixth Form

A very Happy
Christmas
from Sidney
Sidney is the School tortoise
that lives in the Sixth Form.
She is a very popular member
of our Sixth Form team. Our
Sixth Form students love to
come and see Sidney and she
enjoys lot of cuddles. She also
sometimes goes into lessons
across the school as a little
helper.
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Citizenship Foundation Bar Mock trial competition
On the 10th of November 2018
a group of 20 year 12’s and 13’s
attended Ipswich Crown Court for
the regional heat of the Citizenship
Foundation Bar Mock trial
competition.
The team was made up of 4
advocates for the prosecution
and defence as well as 4
witnesses, usher, court clerk as
well as two juries. After presenting
two different cases, over 3 rounds
the team got through to the final
where they put up an impressive
performance against Saffron
Walden School, in the end coming
second. They demonstrated an
impressive team spirit, with one of

the jury members stepping up and
playing the role of a witness when
the original witness had to leave
before the final.
Everyone is already looking
forward to the 2019 competition.

In the meantime, students from
years 11 to 13 will be taking part in
the Law Department’s Mock Trial
competition which will be judged
and sponsored by Ashtons Legal,
in Ipswich.

Visit to the Victoria and Albert Museum
The Victoria and Albert Museum
in London has always been
a great place to visit for Art
and Photography students,
however this year they opened
a Photography specific gallery.
The gallery consisted of images
from Anna Atkins, to William
Henry Fox Talbot, to Nan Goldin.
It was brilliant for the year 12’s
as they had recently been
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studying the early development of
Photography and produce images
such as Photograms of their own.
For the 13s it was a great way to
revisit the early photography and
see how it has developed over
time.
After spending a few hours in
the museum, we took a short
walk to Hyde Park and entered
near the Royal Albert Hall. The

year 12 students were set a task
to complete using both film and
digital photography, and the year
13’s had planned photo shoots
prior to our visit relating to their
coursework theme.
The students gained a lot from
the trip, had a fun day out and
got to see some of the sites of
London. We can’t wait to visit
again next year!
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Geography field trip to the Essex Coast
On Thursday 11th October,
our year 13 students visited
Frinton-on-Sea and Waltonon-the-Naze in Essex as part of
their A level fieldwork. Students
were tasked with investigating
contrasting urban environments,
demographic differences
and levels of deprivation,
using techniques which could
be applied to their NEA – a
coursework module which makes
up 20% of their course.
As pictured, our students
collected primary data about
the areas, including the views of
local residents and tourists who
were very interested in the work
that we were doing. We also
examined the impact that land

use has on the identity of a place
and specifically how tourism can
affect the environmental quality.
Getting out into the field is one
of the best aspects of Geography
and we would always encourage
students who are considering A
level Geography to consider the
built and natural world around
them when they visit different
environments.
As always, our students
conducted themselves
impeccably and we look forward
to reading their NEA assignments,
where individual investigations are
examining everything from beach
environments to the success of
the Olympics in regenerating east
London.

A music and performing arts themed day in London
On Wednesday 21st November a
group of Sixth Form students went to
London for a music and performing
arts themed day.
They spent the morning exploring
the Victoria and Albert museum in
London, looking at stage costumes,
famous musical events, fashion and
the history of musical instruments
and theatre. They then had some

free time to explore Covent Garden
and the area around Soho, China
Town and the theatre district. The
highlight was going to see the
evening performance of the Musical
Matilda at the Cambridge Theatre.
This was a stunning production
incorporating imaginative set
design, choreography and musical
numbers. The coach journey

included many of the sights of
London from historic buildings such
as the Tower Bridge and the modern
architectural designs like the Shard.
Many of the Sixth form students who
took part in the trip had played
leading roles in the school show and
this was a great way to celebrate
the great effort played by everyone
who worked on the production.
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Research
skills event
at University
Recently students taking
the Extended Project
Qualification had the
opportunity to attend an
event at the University
of Suffolk. Here students
learnt more about research
skills and how to plan their
extended essay.
Students also had the
chance to access the
resources in the library and
use the University’s online
journals, a great opportunity
to further their research.

Showcasing
dance work
The Autumn Term is always
an exciting one for the Dance
department as it showcases the
dance work from our examination
students.
This year the Dance Show was
held at the James Hehir Theatre
at Danceeast which provided
the performers with an excellent
opportunity to understand and
experience the workings of a
professional theatre.
The A Level dancers performed
the majority of their work which
included repertoire from Ghost
Dances and an exploration into
Akram Khan’s choreographic
approach.
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