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We have a very successful 
student ambassador scheme 
at Northgate. A record number 
of students applied to become 
part of Northgate Sixth Form’s 
Student Ambassador Scheme 
this year. A staggering 107 
students put themselves 
forward to support with 
promoting the Sixth Form and in 
providing help and guidance 
to prospective students and 
support for younger students. 
This overwhelming response is a 
true testament of how students 
not only feel proud to be part of 
Northgate Sixth Form, but want 
to actively encourage others to 
become part of the Northgate 
Sixth Form experience.

Feedback shows that the 
Student Ambassadors have 
a hugely positive impact 
on pupils and parents, and 
with the biggest team of 
ambassadors to date, it is 
exciting to know that more 
pupils than ever will benefit 
from meeting and working with 
inspirational students.

Taking on the role also 
provides students with an 
opportunity to enhance their 
communication, interpersonal 
and organisational skills as well 
as boosting their confidence; 
attributes that are increasingly 
vital for successful university 
applications, employment and 
apprenticeships.

Northgate Sixth Form 
Ambassador Scheme

NEWSLETTER
March 2019

Dear all,
Welcome to the Spring Edition of 

the Northgate Newsletter and I hope that 
school is going well. 

This term is a busy time for Northgate 
Sixth Form students and there is a lot 
going on! As you will see, our students 
have visited Berlin, raised money by 
heading back to the 80s and will be taking 
part in our Charity Week which is in aid 
of MIND, the mental health charity.

I hope that this newsletter will give you 
a feel for what we do for our students both 
inside and outside of lessons. From help 
with subjects, to our clubs and activities, 
such as the Ambassadors scheme, we feel 
that we can offer a student the complete 
package – including free on-site parking 
and use of a gym!

I hope that your revision goes well and I 
look forward to seeing you soon!

SIXTH FORM
CENTRE

IPSWICH

NORTHGATE

Mr Alexander
Head of Sixth Form
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Despite having gotten up at 6am, 
spending the day travelling, and 
having Miss MacEachern stuck in 
her room, we didn’t waste any time 
when we arrived in Berlin. We were 
straight out being shown all the 
iconic monuments of Berlin at night, 
such as the Brandenburg Gate, the 
Reichstag, Checkpoint Charlie and 
the monument to the burning of the 
books. 

Throughout the next 4 days we 
had the chance to visit a variety of 
Berlin’s historically significant places, 
spanning our whole history course 
of 1919-1989 (and beyond). We 
visited historical sites, like remaining 
pieces of the Berlin wall, a former 
Stasi Prison, and Sachsenhausen 
Concentration Camp, which 
although wasn’t an enjoyable 
experience, it was an important 
one. 

It wouldn’t be a history trip 
without some museums, and the 
one I particularly liked was the DDR 
museum, an interactive museum 
documenting life in East Germany, 
where we could sit in a Trabant, 
walk through a replica Soviet flat, 
and try on clothes from the era. 

Visiting the Reichstag was one 
of my favourite things we did on 
the trip. As well as its historical 
significance, visiting the top also 

let us see incredible views of Berlin, 
especially from the top of the glass 
dome. Another one of my personal 
highlights was something totally 
different to everything else on the 
trip – the multimedia exhibition 
at the Brandenburg Gate. This 
presented the history of Berlin in 
an IMAX style film, which I enjoyed 
both as a history student, as it was a 
new way to present history, but also 
as a media student, since it was so 
well produced and I’d never really 
seen anything like it before. 

But the trip wasn’t all history! 
On our first day we also had 
the opportunity to explore one 
of the centres of East Berlin, 
Alexanderplatz, which meant trying 
a German classic – Curry wurst! At 

Alexanderplatz, we also saw one 
of Berlins most iconic buildings, the 
TV tower, standing at 368m tall. 
Other places we explored included 
Potsdamer Platz, the Sony Center, 
and the Jewish quarter, where we 
had a meal at a German restaurant 
on our last night. We also had time 
to shop, and in the evening play 
cards together.

In total, we walked over 40 miles 
in 4 days, which obviously was 
exhausting, and saw more historical 
monuments than I can count, but 
the Berlin trip has to be one of the 
highlights of my time at Northgate, 
and one of the best reasons for 
taking Modern History A-Level at 
Northgate Sixth Form. 

Holly Gittins, Year 13

Enjoying the 
sights of Berlin
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Whether you set 
yourself a time 

goal or an amount of 
work to complete, it is 
important to challenge 
yourself.

Don’t start 
revision late at 

night. Make sure you 
have a good sleep 
of between 7-9 hours 
every night, helping 
you to have a relaxed 
and well-rested mind 
and body.

Identify gaps in your knowledge  
         – which questions keep tripping  
you up in past papers – and take these 
specific gaps to your teacher to seek  
some extra help. Alice Smith,  
 Northgate Alumni

To help me 
revise I used 

to write notes on my 
coursework, and then 
re-read the notes a 
few times – the last 
time being the day 
before the exam.
 Andy Lewis,  
       Northgate Alumni

Revision 
techniques
Not all the ideas in this guide will be 
good for you. Pick the ones that you 
want to try and keep using the ones 
that you find work. 

Here are some comments from 
former pupils about what worked  
for them:

Back to the 80’s for charity event

We take mental health and 
wellbeing very seriously here at 
Northgate Sixth Form.
Alongside a supportive pastoral 
system, approachable and caring 
staff, we also understand the 
sensitive nature of some things. This 
is why there is an on-site counsellor 
and school nurse who are always 
available and anything discussed 
is confidential.
With the help and support from 
Healthwatch Suffolk, four of our 
Sixth Form students have spoken 
about the things that impact most 
on their wellbeing in school.

 Please visit this link to view the 
footage: www.healthwatchsuffolk.
co.uk/news/tell-us-about-young-
peoples-mental-health-and-
wellbeing/



4
Sidegate Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP4 3DL www.northgatesixthform.co.uk | Tel: 01473 210123  

E-mail: northgatesixthform@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk  | northgatesixthform | @northgatesixthform

As part of the A level Chemistry 
course, students find out about 
modern methods of chemical 
analysis. Infra-red spectroscopy 
allows us to detect different 
chemical bonds in compounds; for 
example carbon to carbon, carbon 
to hydrogen, oxygen to hydrogen 
and so on. Machines of this type 

are far too complex and expensive 
for schools to possess and so the 
Royal Society for Chemistry sends 
out teams of undergraduates from 
universities around the country to 
visit schools and this allows students 
to gain hands on experience of the 
technique, which is a required part 
of Chemistry A level.

We recently were visited by a 
team from the University of Essex 
who led sessions with all our year 12 
students who found the experience 
extremely valuable and putting the 
content of the teaching into a real 
world context analysing unknown 
compounds and trying to find their 
identities.

Each September we have 
around 240 students from 
over 20 different schools join 
Northgate Sixth Form.

46% of our Sixth Form 
students come from different 
schools.

The map, pictured right, 
shows the exact locations 
of where our students come 
from.

Spectroscopy in a Suitcase

Where do  
our Sixth Form 
students  
come from?


