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From June to September, Ipswich is 
playing host to an even bigger and 
better art trail than when the pigs 
went wild! Elmer’s Big Parade Suffolk 
brings business and creative sectors 
together with local schools and 
communities, showcasing Suffolk’s 
heritage and its rich, diverse cultural 
offering.

Northgate High School signed up 
to ‘The Learning Herd’ which gives 
the opportunity to get young people 
enthusiastic about arts and crafts as 
well as engaging them in important 
topics of conversation; including 
the environment and health and 
wellbeing. 

Money has been raised for St 
Elizabeth Hospice with the project 
being led by our creative Year 12 Sixth 
Form Ambassadors jointly with Year 
7’s Arts, Graphics and Technology 

pupils. £900 was also raised by sixth 
form students for St Elizabeth Hospice 
during their charity week last year.

The Elmer theme, ‘Northgate, 
past and present’ was chosen to 
celebrate the rich history of the 
school and community which has 
been significant to the history of 
Ipswich over the last century. 

Students have represented the 
Northgate timeline from sepia to 
black and white to full colour, playing 
on the famous phrase, ‘An elephant 
never forgets’. 

Young Elmers will be on display from 
June – September. The 50 big Elmer 
sculptures and 100 young Elmers 
will be displayed across Ipswich, in 
the town centre and around the 
Waterfront. Our Northgate Elmer takes 
pride of place in Sailmakers and will 
return home in October 2019.

Celebrating Little Elmer’s  
Big Parade Suffolk
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Welcome to the latest edition 
of the Northgate Sixth Form 

Newsletter. By now, exam season 
is over and I hope that it all went 
well.

We look forward to seeing you 
at our Induction Day on 4th 
July. It will be an opportunity to 
experience a day as a Sixth Form 
student at Northgate, take part 
in taster lessons in your chosen 
subjects and we hope you will 
see what a great place to study 
we have, along with a welcoming 
community environment.

Looking further ahead, you 
can keep your place open with us 
until you get your GCSE results 
in August and make the decision 
then.

I look forward to seeing you on 
the 4th!

Mr Alexander
Head of Sixth Form
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Pictured are our Year 12 Ambassadors at our Celebration 
Assembly, where they all received an Easter Egg.

Easter Celebration Assembly

Thank you  
to our  
2018-2019 
Student 
Union 
Executive
As we approach the end 
of the year, we have to say 
goodbye to the Student 
Union Executive after an 
excellent year. 

The Executive have been 
responsible for organising 
the Student Union and 
ensuring that student voice 
is a strong part of fabric of 
the Sixth Form. Over the 
past year, they have met 
with the caterers to look 
at food options, visited 
organisations that support 
young people’s wellbeing 
and overseen a project 
to increase the outside 
seating for Sixth Form 
students. Their work has 
been outstanding and they 
hand over to a new Exec 
who are raring to go!
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Grease was the word!
Northgate High School and Sixth 
Form took to the stage once again 
at DanceEast with their production 
of Grease and it was by all accounts 
a resounding success! Audience 
members emerged from the 
auditorium buzzing with excitement 
having enjoyed tremendous 
performances from pupils from 
across all year groups at the school.

The band sounded phenomenal 
and included Mr Coventry on 
electric guitar and Mr Rutter on 
Drum Kit. Miss TG led the band 
playing keys and was thrilled to 
have even more sixth formers 
playing this year – Amy Quinton on 
Bass, Mary Armitage on Tenor Sax 
and Anna Lewis on Alto Sax from 
Year 13 and our year 12 student 
Alex Pawlewski played Tenor Sax. 
Mary wrote a letter of thanks to the 
Music department and mentioned 
that the songs from Grease were still 
in her head several weeks later!

Many students assisted with 
technical and backstage roles 
and this show wouldn’t have been 
the success that it was without 
them. Huge thanks go to all those 
involved.

Oscar Scott and Anna Pycock 
were just brilliant in their roles as 
Danny and Sandy, singing their 
songs and delivering lines with 
comical timing as well as delivering 
the vulnerability required for their 
characters when singing Sandy 

or Hopelessly Devoted to you. Izzy 
Clarke played the role of the sassy 
Rizzo and wowed the audience with 
her incredible vocals and acting. 
She was cast opposite Richard 
Obisanye as Kenickie who did a 
great rendition of Greased Lightning 
using the show-stopping car that 

gives the show its name. Joshua 
Watson, once again, brought 
such energy to his larger than 
life role, this time playing Roger, 
one of the T-Birds. He brought the 
house down with his very funny 
performance of Mooning and his 
comical delivery of lines. Shannon 
Jones played Jan opposite 
him and matched him with her 
equally comical delivery of the 
dialogue. Archie Campbell and 
Helena Pettitt played Doody 
and Frenchy and performed the 
choreography with such energy 
and talent. They along with Alys 
Beckley and Ollie Langner as 
Marty and Sonny were really 
funny in their portrayal of their 
characters. 

What talent we have here at 
Northgate! What show shall we 
do next year? Watch this space…

The Year 13’s had a chance to let their hair down at the Sixth Form Prom, Copdock Hotel, at the end of May.

Dinner and dancing at the Sixth Form Prom
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This term some of the Year 12 
cohort were invited to take part 
in a range of interactive and 
engaging workshops as chosen 
by them.

These workshops included 
Creative writing, VR/Photography, 
Presentation/Interview skills, and 
Health and Science academic 
taster sessions delivered by 
University of Suffolk academics. 
These sessions were chosen by 

the students to enhance their 
knowledge of higher education 
courses and areas of interest, 
and support them with learning 
different techniques on how to 
deal with stress and to improve 
their confidence when doing 
presentations and interviews.  
In the afternoon, we invited 8 
ex-Northgate students, part of our 
Northgate Alumni, from different 
backgrounds to take part in a 

‘Speed networking’ event with 
these students. They were given 
5 minutes to talk to each group 
of students about their personal 
experience of school, and their 
pathway into their current career. 
The alumni ranged from the 
current Mayor of Ipswich to a 
former barrister turned life coach. 
The event was a success and the 
students and alumni enjoyed their 
afternoon!

Year 12 and Northgate Alumni,  
‘Speed networking event’

Self-defence course
Krav Maga Elite have been running 
some self-defence sessions for 
some of our Year 12 students.

As well as being enjoyable, the 
sessions are providing students 
with valuable techniques in how 
to stay safe.   
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