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What is it?
Politics is the study of power and decision-making in our society. 

The first year focus is on the British system of government, including the 
Prime Minister, political parties (Labour, Conservatives, Liberal Democrats), 
parliament, elections, pressure groups and concepts of democracy, 
representation and participation. 

You will also study the ideas that lie behind political action: socialism, 
conservatism, liberalism and other ideologies.

In the second year you will study American politics, covering all aspects of the 
US system. This includes the US Constitution, the Presidency, Congress and 
the Supreme Court. 

You will be encouraged to have your own views and to listen to the opinions of 
others. Politics is constantly changing and an awareness of current events is 
vital. If you are interested in the world around you, and debating issues that 
affect your life, such as BREXIT, then this subject is for you.

Why do it?
  You like debate and discussion
  You are fascinated by current affairs
  You would like to learn more about how the political system works
  You fancy studying the only A Level subject that is on TV every night!

What skills do I need?
  To listen and be open-minded
  The ability to present an argument coherently
  To be able to express ideas clearly in writing
  To make links between classroom study and real events



How will I learn?
You will be taught by group work, debate, discussion, research 
exercises, guest speakers, visits, conferences, source-based work, 
video, use of the news media  (including podcasts) and the internet.

How practical is it?
There will be trips and visits, (e.g. to Parliament and to politics 
conferences), in addition to guest speakers, (e.g. the local MP).

Practical involvement in political parties, pressure groups, electoral 
activity etc will help you but is not compulsory!

What subjects go with it?
Many students combine it with History, Economics, Sociology or 
Languages but it has links with all areas of humanities and arts.

What can I do with it?
Politics is an excellent subject if you want to keep your options open, 
as it opens up a wide range of higher education studies and a great 
variety of careers. Several of our students have gone on to study 
Politics at a range of institutions including Oxford and Cambridge. 

The interest sparked by Politics often leads students into journalism, 
teaching, campaigning organisations, local government and a few even 
end up working in Westminster!

Assessment
Students will sit three written exams at the end of Year 13, made up 
of a combination of source-based questions and essays.

Entry Requirements
Students are required to have GCSE English at grade 6 or above.

Curriculum Leader: Mr S Evans
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