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A Level Business 
AQA 7131, 7132

Business gives you an introduction to key economic and business principles. 
Everyone will be affected by the global economy and young people need to be 
prepared to face the future in a flexible manner. Business is highly valuable as 
it delivers an understanding of the ways organisations and economies work.

Entry Requirements
  4/C or above at GCSE Business or Business & Economics, if taken.
  You do not need to have taken Business before.
Note: This subject could be considered with A Level Economics but this is not 
recommended as it may narrow university options.

What will you study?
In the first year you’ll have six main learning topics. These start with ‘What 
is business?’ which introduce business objectives, and the main legal types of 
business. In the section topic we look at managers, leadership and decision 
making. The four remaining first year topics cover each of the four main 
functions of business: marketing, operations, finance, and human resources. All 
six topics are covered in both of the examination papers we will use to assess 
your progress. Paper One has a mix of multiple-choice, short-answer and data 
response questions. Paper Two has one large case study with seven longer 
questions.

In the second year you’ll build on that solid knowledge with another four main 
learning topics. The idea behind these topics is to give you an insight into 
larger, multinational business organisations. The first topic is titled ‘Analysing 
the strategic position of a business’ and investigates the external influences on 
business, and how to examine in detail the financial position of a business. Once 
this is completed, topic eight looks at how businesses choose their strategic 
direction. This then leads onto a unit where we explore the strategies that 
will help achieve the overall direction of the business. Finally, we look into 
how businesses can manage significant corporate change whether it originates 
within the business, or externally. The large scale of the business organisations 
examined in the second year provide an excellent pathway to further study, 
and the increasingly competitive School Leaver Programmes multinational 
organisations offer.



A Level Examinations (Year13) 
The A Level qualification is assessed through three two-hours 
examinations which all cover each of the four topics covered. They 
range from a multiple-choice, short-answer paper through to a 
synoptic long-answer case study paper.

Unit Name Duration Weighting

Paper 1 Business 1 2hrs A Level — 
33.3%

Paper 2 Business 2 2 hrs A Level — 
33.3%

Paper 3 Business 3 2 hrs A Level — 
33.3%

Learning
Learning in lessons is varied but due to the nature of the assessment 
the use of case studies is common. These help encourage discussion 
and working with others. The department makes use of videos, team 
tasks, competitions and digital resources in its A Level teaching. 
The emphasis is upon you contributing to your own learning by your 
involvement in lessons.

Students will use the 5 R’s independent learning support to help 
complete their 5 hours per week private study. There are weekly extra 
Business & Economics sessions to support students – one after-school 
and one at lunchtime.

The strengths cultivated through Business include:

  understanding organisational behaviour and structure
  critical thinking and analytical skills, alongside familiarity with 

evaluative techniques
  a creative problem-solving approach and sound, logical decision-

making skills

TWO YEAR A LEVEL



  effective and persuasive written and oral communication skills
  numeracy and the ability to research, interpret and use business and financial 

data and information
  self-reliance, initiative and the ability to manage time, projects and resources
  appreciation of the causes and effects of economic and other external changes
  how to work as a team to achieve results
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